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Adverbs 
1st Year, Group 2 

I- Definition: 
An adverb is a word which describes or adds to the meaning of a verb, an adjective, 

another adverb, or a sentence, and which answers such questions as how? when? 

how often? Where?  

  An adverb may function as adverbial, a constituent distinct from subject, verb, object 
and complement.  

 
II-Position of adverbs: 

Some adverbs may be at the beginning, in the middle or at the end of a sentence. 

E.g.      - Soon a fire was seen (adverb of time). 

             - He probably loves kidding (adverb of probability). 

              - They are walking carefully (adverb of manner). 

*Note that: The above adverbs can have the three positions (with a slight change of 

meaning) however,  not all adverbs or adverbials follow this rule, you cannot say: 

very well, she speaks English; or: She very well speaks English; but say : She 

speaks English very well (adverbial of manner). 

III-Kinds of adverbs: 
 
III-1 Adverbs of probability: They tell us how likely or unlikely something is. They 

are generally formed by adding (ly) to an adjective and go before the main verb.  

      E.g.- The students will probably miss the class. 

But if the main verb is (be) we put the adverb after it.  

      E.g. Zidane was certainly the best footballer in 1998. 

We can modify probability adverbs with another adverb, 

      E.g. Dalila has almost certainly failed her chemistry exam. 

III-2 Adverbs of manner: They answer the question How? They are generally 
formed by adding (ly) to an adjective, but often go after the verb, or after the verb 
phrase. 
E.g.     - The president spoke briefly and everyone was convinced. 

           - Tahar has done the exercise well. 

*Note that: 

 An adverb of manner can be reinforced, E.g.-That picture is very badly 

painted (adverb + adverb). 
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 We can have manner adverbials, E.g. He speaks English in a fluent way 

(prepositional phrase). 

 Start the engine by turning the key (prepositional phrase: prep + verb + 
object). 

 Some words change their meaning when we add (ly) to make an adverb: 

real (= true)          really (= very)   hard (= solid, difficult)            hardly(= almost not) 

fair (= just, or pale hair/skin)                 fairly (= quite, not very)   

late (= not on time)              lately (= recently) 

III-3 Adverbs of time: They tell us when?, how often? Or how many times? 
something happens. 
A) When adverbs (now, then, soon, later, just, today…) and adverbial phrases 

E.g. (in June, last week, at once, at 6 o’clock, by now) tell us about the time when 

something happens. They often go at the end of a clause, except for just which goes 

before the verb. 

E.g. - They have just come (adverb) 

        - He visited us yesterday (adverb). 

        - He visited us on Saturday (prepositional phrase). 

        - He visited us last week (noun phrase: adj + noun). 

    - He visited us whenever he needed money (adverbial clause). 

When adverbs can also go at the beginning of a clause, followed by a comma (,):  

E.g. - Later, she regretted it all. 

b) How often adverbs or (frequency adverbs) (never, not ever, sometimes, often, 

frequently, usually, always…) go before the main verb: 

E.g. -She always goes shopping. 

   The upper and lower limits of frequency are expressed by always = (on every 

occasion) and never = (on no occasion). Between these extremes, a rough indication 

of frequency (indefinite frequency) can be given by: 

- nearly always, almost always; 
- usually, normally, generally, regularly, = ( on most occasions); 
- often, frequently, = ( on many occasions); 
- sometimes, on some occasions, occasionally, rarely, seldom, = ( on a few 

occasions); 
- hardly ever, scarcely ever, = (almost never). 

*Note that:  definite frequency can be expressed in one of the three ways: 

▪once a day, twice a week, three times a month,… 
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▪every morning, each day,… 

▪daily, weekly, monthly, yearly,… 

E.g.- She pays her parents a visit once a week = (every week/weekly). 

    III.4 Adverbs of place: 

   Expressions of place (location and direction or movement) are chiefly adverbs or 

adverbials and postmodifiers.  

a) Location adverbs: 

 They answer the question where? (here, there, out, in ,at home, away, 

everywhere) and usually go after the main verb. E.g.    - I have been living here for 

many years. 

 In adverbials we can have the following cases: 

- He left his brother at home (prepositional phrase). 
- He lives two miles away (noun phrase + adverb). 
- I left the bicycle where I was told (adverbial clause). 

 
b) Direction or (movement) adverbs:  

The most common are:  (down, up, home, forwards, backwards, in, out, away, off 

). They go after the main verb. E.g.- The lift went up to the fifth floor. 

*Note that:  many adverbs of place describe movement when they are used with 

verbs (go, come, walk, climb) and describe location when used with verbs (be, 

stay, remain, stand,…). The following table explains that: 

Movement 
Location Examples, comments 

 

come/go 

 

across 

along 

away 

back 

behind 

(below) 

○ 

        Be 

 

across 

(along) 

away 

back 

behind 

(below) 

. 

 

 

walk across; be across 

He’ll be along shortly = He will arrive shortly. 

go away; stay away, be away (from home/work) 

come back; be back (from work), keep back 

walk behind; stay behind, be behind (with your 

work) 

on a ship only: to go/be below. 
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(beyond) 

by 

down 

in 

in front 

inside 

near 

off 

 

on 

- 

out 

outside 

over 

past 

(a) round 

through 

under 

underneath 

up 

 

(beyond) 

(by) 

down 

in 

in front 

inside 

near 

(off) 

 

on 

opposite 

out 

outside 

(over) 

(past) 

(a) round 

(through) 

(under) 

underneath 

up 

 

rare as an adverb. Use farther (away) 

go by; for location use nearby. 

jump down, get down; stay down 

come in; be in, stay in 

walk in front; be in front 

run inside; be inside, stay inside 

come near; be near, stay near (also use nearby 

or close) 

get off, jump off; be off = not available, not fresh 
as well as leave (well, I must be off) 
get on; be on, stand on 
for movement, use across/over (to the other 
side) 
go out, walk out; be out, stay out 
go outside; be outside, remain outside 
walk over; it is over = it is finished 
drive past; it is past = it is finished 
walk around; She is around = she is here 
somewhere 
step through; I’m through = I have finished 
go under; for location, use underneath 
walk underneath; be underneath 
climb up, stand up; be up; stay up 
 

 

Exercise:  

    Read the following biography and put an arrow where the adverbs in brackets 

should go in each sentence. Sometimes more than one position is possible. 

1- Josephine Baker was the most famous black singer and dancer in Paris in the 
1920s. (probably)   

2- She was born in St Louis in the USA and she began dancing on stage when 
she was 13. (only) 

 



 5 

3- When she went to Paris in 1925 she became successful. (immediately) 
4- Her style of dance was daring and original. (extremely) 
5- She was well known in Europe. (everywhere) 
6- She used the traditions from her American black culture in her acts. (always) 
7- During the war she worked for the French Intelligence Service. (secretly) 
8- She entertained the troops in Africa and the Middle East. (often) 
9- She fought for racial equality. (hard) 
10- She refused to work in any club which did not have a policy of racial equality. 

(always) 

11-She was accused of being a communist and couldn’t get work. (unfairly) 

12- In 1963 she made a speech in Washington, supporting Martin Luther King. 

(bravely) 

13- After this, she lost all her money. (gradually) 

14- She had to leave her villa. (eventually) 

15- She started another successful career on the stage. (then) 

16- She died of a stroke in 1975, as she was becoming successful again. (just) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recapitulating Exercises on Adjectives and Adverbs 

 

EXERCISE 1 

Put in the right word: 

 

1. The driver of the car was ……………….injured. ( serious / seriously) 
2. The driver of the car had ……………….injuries. ( serious / seriously) 
3. She is ……………….sad about losing her job. ( terrible / terribly) 
4. She fell and hurt herself quite ………………. . ( bad / badly) 
5. He looked at me ……………….when I interrupted him. ( angry / angrily) 
6. Our holiday was too short. The time passed very ………………. .( quick / 

quickly) 
7. I cooked this meal ……………….for you, so I hope you like it. ( special / 

specially) 
8. Do you usually feel ……………….before examinations ? ( nervous / nervously) 
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9. I’d like to buy a car but it’s ……………….impossible for me at the moment.                
( financial / financially) 

10. Everything was very quiet. There was ……………….silence .  
      ( complete / completely) 

 

EXERCISE 2 

Put in good or well: 

 

1. I play tennis but I’m not very ………………. . 
2. Your exam results were very ………………. . 
3. You did very ……………….in your exams. 
4. The weather was very ……………….while we were on holiday. 
5. I didn’t sleep very ……………….last night. 
6. How are you ? Are you ……………….? 
7. George speaks German very ………………. . 
8. His German is very ………………. . 
9. Our new business is going very ……………….at the moment. 
10. I like your jacket .It looks ……………….on you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


