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The first “Word Course” 

Hello dear students 

Sentence Structure. 

This course provides you with opportunities to improve the structure of your 

sentences. Beginning with simple sentences, you can, as a learner for English, 

start to learn to form compound sentences and finally complex sentences of 

increasing difficulty. A sentence is a group of words that contains at least one 

subject and one verb and expresses a complete thought.  

             There are four kinds of sentences in English: simple sentences, 

compound sentences, complex sentences, and compound-complex 

sentences. We will begin by studying the simple sentence. 

Simple Sentences: A simple sentence has one subject-verb. The subject tells 

who or what did something. The verb tells the action (walk, work, think) or 

condition ( is, was, seem, appear). In the following examples, you will find that 

the subject of the first example is composed of three words, at the same time 

its verbal group contains two words. For the second sentence, the subject is 

composed also of three words, and its verbal group has one word. 

Ex. Filmmaker George Lucas   has changed   the film industry in many ways. 

                       Subject                     verb 

 

Ex. One new technology     was      a special computer-assisted camera crane. 
              Subject                    verb 

Each of these two sentences has one subject which is composed of three 
words. A simple sentence can have one of several possible “formulas”. Here 
are four possibilities. The subject(s) in each sentence are underlined. The 
verb(s) too are underlined. 

1- The star Wars movies    were       international hits.( SV) 
         Subject                    verb              

2- Young people and adults       enjoyed     them.   (SS V) 
               Subject                         verb 

3- The films   entertained    and     thrilled     audiences everywhere. (SVV). 
              Subject        verb                           verb 
 

4- Luke Skywalker  and  his friends     battled   evil and made us laugh at 
the  



         Subject                   ubject           verb                     verb 
same time . 

Notice that the subject in a simple sentence may have two or more words or 
items as we read in sentence 2 and 4, but all these words function as “one 
subject”. The verb may have two or more items or words as we read in 
sentences 3 and 4. These are all simple sentences because there is only one 
subject-verb pair. That is , each sentence contains one subject which makes 
the action of the verb in the sentence. Here in the following part we see 
subject-verb agreement in the sentence. 
 
Subject- Verb Agreement : You already know that subjects and verbs agree 
in number. If the subject is singular the verb will also be singular and if the 
subject is plural, then the verb also be plural. 
Examples: 
        My sister  is  married.   (singular) 
        My sisters    are    married.  (plural) 
        My brother and I    are    single.    (plural) 
Subject-verb agreement is sometimes confusing in the following situations. 
Let‟s read the following examples and cases. 

1- When a sentence begins with the word “there” + the verb “be”, the 
subject follows the “be” verb. Look ahead to see whether to use a 
singular or plural verb. 

Examples: 
   There is a student in the hall. (here in this sentence, the verb “is” is 
singular to agree with “a student” which is a singular subject) 
    There are three students in the hall. ( here in this sentence, the verb 
“are” is plural to agree with “three students”) 
There was no reason for his action. 
There were many reasons for his success.      So in these cases we say 
“there was” when the word after is singular, and we say “there were” when 
the word after is plural. 
 
2- A prepositional phrase (that is a group of words beginning with a 

preposition such as of , with, in, on, at and ending with a noun or a 
pronoun) can come between a subject and its verb. Propositional 
phrases may come after a subject, but they are not part of the subject. 
You should mentally (that is just in your mind) cross them out when you 
are deciding if the verb should be singular or plural. 
Examples: 
 One  (of my sisters) is a writer. ( the subject is “one” not “sisters”) 
  The color (of her eyes) changes when she is angry. (the subject is 
“color” not “eyes”) 
  Six kinds (of rice) are available in the grocery store. ( the subject is 
“kinds”, not “rice”) 
 

3- Some words are always singular and their verbs follow the same form 



Examples: 
       One (of my brothers) is a judge. 
       Neither (of my parents) is living. 
       Much (of my time) is spent in the library. 
       Each (of my brothers) wants his own car. 
       Either (of my sisters) is able to baby-sit for you tonight. 
       Nothing  ever happens in my life. 
       Is anyone home. 
 

4- A few words are always plural and their verbs follow the same form 
Examples: 
Both (of my parents) are teachers. 
Several (of the teachers) speak my language. 
Many (of my friends) work in the trade centre. 
 

5- A few words can be either singular or plural. In these cases, you must 
refer to the noun in the prepositional phrase that comes after those 
words. 
Examples: 
Some (of the money) was missing.( the word money is always used as 
a singular form, money is uncountable noun). 
Some (of the students) were missing. (the word students is plural) 
 
All (of my time) is spent in the workshop. (singular, the word time is 
always used in the singular form) 
All (of my brothers) are lawyers. (plural) 
 
Most (of the ice) was melted (ice is used in the singular) 
Most (of the ice cubes) were melted. (the word cubes takes the plural 
form) 
 
A lot (of the work) was too easy.(generally the word “work” is used in 
the singular form) 
A lot ( of the people) were complaining.( the word “people” is always 
used in the plural) 
 
None   (of the fruit) is fresh. (the word fruit is used in the singular form) 
None    (of the apples) are fresh. (plural) 
 
 
GOOD WILL, for activities are to be left for the next part when we have the suite of 
this course.  
       Take a great care of yourselves. For any question concerning the courses, you 
can e-mail me on this electronic address: hiziachenane@yahoo.fr  
 

Hello. Here is the suite of the previous course of sentence structure. The 
Following are activities on subject and verb agreement 



 
 Practice One: Identifying subjects, verbs, and prepositional phrases 
which compose the subject. The objective of this practice is to make you 
watchful and careful when you relate the subject and its verb; being it 
one word item or a group of words (that is a prepositional phrase). 
    Underline the subjects with one line and the verbs with two lines. Put 
parenthesis ( ) around prepositional phrases. 
1- My name is Roberto Sanchez. 
2- I am a student at Greenhills College in Boston. 
3- Some of my classes are difficult. 
4-  Some of the homework is boring. 
5- A lot of my time is spent in the student lounge. 
6- A lot of my classes are in Dante Hall.  
7- My father works in an office. 
8- None of my brothers are married. 
9- None of the money was stolen. 
10-  My youngest brother and sister are still in high school. 
11-  My father understands English but doesn‟t speak it. 
12-  In South America, most of the people are Catholic. 
13-  Neither of my parents has been to the United States. 

 
Practice Two: Subject-verb agreement. In each sentence, in the following, 
cross out the incorrect verb form. Short revision for your course is required 
here to do this practice at ease. 
1- One of my classmates ( is / are) from my country. 
2- Some of the teachers (speak / speaks) my language. 
3- Each of the gifts (was / were) carefully wrapped in gold paper. 
4-  One of the words on the test (was / were) misspelled. 
5- A lot of my classes (was / were) canceled last week. 
6- A lot of my time (is / are) spent in the library. 
7- In my country most of the people (want to go / wants to go) to college. 
8- (Do / Does) anyone know the correct answer. 
9- There „is /are) several kinds of flowers in the bouquet. 
10-  There (wasn‟t/ weren‟t) any electricity in our building last night. 
11-  The noise from the firecrackers (was/ were) loud. 

   When you do these activities, you will realize that the subject-verb 
agreement is never a one-definite rule; it is an ongoing practical act. The 
more you remind yourselves of these practices, the more you can have 
many paradigms to learn and take up English for practical uses.  
       Now, an important part also in this course is the missing of a verb or 
subject in a sentence, or what we call fragments. Let‟s follow with the 
subsequent explanation and examples. 
In some languages, you can sometimes leave out the subject in a 
sentence; in others, you can sometimes leave out the verb. In English, you 
must ALWAYS have at least one subject and one verb in every sentence. 
(There is one exception to this rule. In commands such as Stop that! And 



Listen carefully, the subject “you” is not expressed). If you leave out either 
the subject or the verb, your sentence is incomplete. We call an incomplete 
sentence a fragment. 
 The following examples are fragments. Fragments are sentence errors. 
1. Is not easy to get an A  in Professor Wilson‟s class. (there is no subject) 
2. People in New York always in a harry. (there is no verb) 

To correct sentence 1, add a subject: 
                 It is not easy to get an A in Professor Wilson‟s class. 
To correct sentence 2, add a verb: 
                 People in New York are always in a harry. 
 
Practices: Step 1  Read each sentence and decide if it is a complete 
sentence      
                               Or a fragment. 
                  Step 2 Decide what is wrong with each fragment. Is the verb  
                               missing? Is the subject missing? 
                   Step 3 Correct each fragment by adding a subject or a verb. 
 
……………… It is very hot today even with the windows open. (This 
sentence is correct. It contains a subject and a verb) 
……………… Jose and Jin the smartest students in the class. (This is 
an incomplete sentence, or a fragment. It misses a verb. We correct it 
as follows: 
Jose and Jin are the smartest students in the class) 
 
 Try to do same thing with the following statements: 
…………………. They study all the time. 
………………… The baby finally sleepy. 
……………….. She is closing her eyes. 
……………….. Ms.Woodbury, our grammar teacher, often late on 
Fridays. 
……………….. Is important for students to get to class on time. 
 
Editing Practice: Find and underline five fragments in the following 
paragraph. Then correct each one. 
        My best friend is Suzanne. We have been friends since childhood. 
As children we lived next door to each other in Caracas. Now live in 
different countries on different continents. She married to a Venezuelan. 
Has three children. Her son two years old, and her twin daughters three 
months old. We haven‟t seen each other for eight years. We keep in 
touch by e-mail. Also telephone each other at least once a month. We 
will be friends forever. 
 
TRY TO READ the courses rigorously and thoroughly, and do YOUR 
PRACTICES. If you tend to send them for correction, just send them to 
my e-mail.     G. Bye.  



Course Number Three                                                                               
Word Skills   

I Can Talk About Feelings and Emotions 
 

This course is one of the long important items of word building that we have 
started in our previous sessions in this semester when we have dealt with 
Words of Time Management. The material has been designed so that it can be 
used effectively both in the classroom and by learners using the language for 
daily practice. I have taken great care to ensure that students will be able to 
understand the meaning of all the new words and phrases as used in the 
particular contexts of the examples by supplying a clear illustration or glossary 
definition. New vocabulary at this level is presented primarily through different 
types of examples, but also through practice exercises following immediately. 
The vocabulary include a wide range of topics, a range of concepts, and 
different fields of academic English with an increased focus on different styles 
of English ( informal English, formal English). Substantially, such kind of 
courses provide you with various aspects of language, e.g. compounds, 
discourse markers, prepositional phrases.  
 
              For today‟s course in word skills is Talking About Feelings and 
Emotions. You will notice that all the words that we will read in our examples 
are new and are really interesting for our daily or personal use of the 
language. Of course, I selected this course to achieve some positive relieve 
and forget somehow the world obsession of the recent health issue. Let‟s start 
with the illustrated examples: 
       I was ecstatic about my new job.  
The word “ecstatic” as you can deduce from the example means “happy”. 
When you   check the dictionary, you can find other synonyms like “euphoric” 
and “elated”. Sometimes you find it difficult to remember all the synonyms. Try 
to repeat over and over at least two of the words that you are given here, and 
you can find that the words “ecstatic” and “elated” are more easier to be 
caught in our memory because they can be spelled easily. One important step 
to manage also with the task is to construct an example which include one of 
these words. As we used always to say in our classes: the more you practice, 
the more you use those words, the more they become part of your language 
uses and skills.       
      Let‟s have other examples: 
                The jubilant fans were cheering as they left the stadium. 
Here also the word” jubilant” meant feeling extremely happy because of a 
success. 
              She was in tears by the time we got to the hospital. 
Here the word “in tears” means “crying” or “close to tears” = nearly crying. 
               I was devastated when I lost the court case. 
Here the word “devastated” means very upset, but also you can find other 
meanings when checking in dictionary.  



He completely lost his temper.    Here the word “lost the temper” means 
become very angry, or as we say in the informal language “go mad” and “hit 
the roof”. As you notice, the meaning or the translation of this last expression 
is also used in our colloquial language (idhrab eskaf /etla3 leskaf). In English, 
we say for example: He will hit the roof when he sees it. 
            I was gutted when we lost the match.      Here the word “gutted” is 
informal language, and it means very disappointed. 
           When the little girl collapsed, her mother became hysterical.   Here the 
word “hysterical” is to be in a state of extreme distress or excitement and 
crying, laughing, or shouting, etc. 
           I was stunned when they gave me the prize.      Here this interesting 
word “stunned” means shocked and surprised. 
          I was appalled by the conditions they had to live in. The word “appalled” 
means to be shocked because something is very unpleasant. Its synonym is 
“horrified”. 
          Without food or money, Karen was desperate. Here the word 
“desperate” means extremely anxious. Its noun is “desperation”. For example: 
It is an absolute desperation.           Or in another example:     He was 
desperately unhappy. Here the word “desperately” means “extremely”.     
 
** At the end, you have to remember that the main objective of any practice of 
vocabulary building is to more enrich the range of your language use. In these 
way, try to make the new acquired words an overused part of common 
discourses. So, then, the more you use your new acquired vocabulary, the 
more you will be accustomed and familiar to those meanings. 
 
***    Practices:  

1- Are these words positive or negative in terms of their meanings? Write P 
or N. 

- Ecstatic ……………..                        euphoric ……………… 
- Gutted ………………                         appalled …………….. 
- Horrified ……………                         elated ……………… 
- Jubilant ……………..                          desperate …………… 

 
2- Find six phrases (like those we have seen in the examples and their 

explanation or synonyms)  in the following series of expressions.  
 
Lose    ,    over  , desperately ,    close ,     unhappy   ,      hit   ,  your 
temper ,    mad   , go  ,    to tears ,      the roof  ,       the moon. 
 
***   Just for your knowledge, a phrase is a group of words which have 
meaning but cannot stand by itself as a complete sentence because it 
doesn‟t contain a verb. EXAMPLE:  lose your temper. Here this phrase 
has conveyed a clear meaning, but it doesn‟t constitute a sentence in 
itself. What we call in Arabic: “chibh djoumla”. 
 



I WISH YOU WILL LEARN SOME OF THOSE NEW WORDS. Try to do 
the activities and send them for correction.    May Allah Bless ALL OF 
US. 

  


