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Relative Pronouns (Relative Clause) / Suite of the last course 

In addition to the use of “who, which, that” that we have seen in the last course as relative pronouns, 

we have also other relative pronouns which have the same function of avoiding repetition in the 

sentence,  and identifying the word that it replaces. For this course we have other pronouns as 

“whose, whom, where ..etc”. 

A – Whose: 

We use whose in relative clauses instead of his/ her / their:  

Examples: we helped some people – their car had broken down. In this example we find the 

repetition in the word “their”. We can reconstruct the sentence as the following: 

     We helped some people “whose” car had broken down.  

But you have to pay attention that “whose” has replaced no word in this sentence, but has just 

related the two words “people” and “car” in terms of possession. 

*Other examples: 
A widow is a woman whose husband is dead. (her husband is dead) 
I met someone whose brother I went to school with (I went to school with his brother). 

 Compare who and whose 

I met a man who knows you (he knows you) 

I met a man whose sister knows you ( here it is the sister who knows you not the man) 

B – Whom: 
Whom is possible instead of who when it is the object of the verb in the relative clause. 
Ex: George is a person whom  I admire very much. (I admire him, here whom as if functioning as him) 

 More usually we use whom with a preposition ( to whom/ from whom / with whom etc.) 

Ex: I like the people with whom I work. Or we can say: I like the people whom I work with. 

C – Where: We can use where in a relative clause to talk about a place:  

Ex: The restaurant – we had lunch there – it was near the airport. Here the words  “there” and “it” 

are  just a repetition for the word “ restaurant”. The sentence can be reconstructed differently in 

such a way:  

      The restaurant where we had lunch was near the airport. 

 Other examples:  

I recently went back to the town where I grew up  

I would like to live in a place where there is plenty of sunshine. 

D – We say: the day / the year / the time + that etc to express time at the level of the relative 

clause: 

Ex:  I can’t meet you on Friday. That’s the day that I’ m going away. 



The last time that I saw Anna, she looked great. 

I haven’t seen Jack and Helen since the year that they got married. 

 

E- We say the reason that / or the reason why something happens:  

Examples: The reason I’m phoning is to ask your advice. 

*or The reason that I’m phoning / The reason why I’ m phoning is to ask your advice. 

  Activities:  

Activity One: Complete each sentence using  Who , whom , whose, where.  

 What’s the name of the man …………………… car you borrowed. 

A cemetery is a place ………………… people are buried. 

A pacifist is a person …………………….. believes that all wars are wrong. 

An orphan is a child …………………. parents are dead. 

What was the name of the person to …………………………… you spoke on the phone. 

The place ………………………… we spent our holidays was really beautiful. 

 The school is only for children ……………………… first language is not English. 

The woman with ……………………… he made the company  contact has left the country.         

 

Activity Two: Use your own words to complete these sentences: 

1- I can’t meet you on Friday . That’s the day I’m going away. 
2- The reason ……………………………………………………………………………………………………….. was that the 

salary was too low. 
3- I’ will never forget the time ………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
4- Do you remember the day …………………………………………………………………………………………………….? 
5- The reason …………………………………………………………………………….. is that they don’t need one. 

 
         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOOD luck and take a great care of yourselves, wait the second course. 


