
Course Number Six                                                                Second Year Stream 

***The second part of the course “Paragraph Structure”:   The Topic Sentence 

Every good paragraph has a topic sentence, which clearly states the topic and the 

controlling idea of the paragraph. A topic sentence is the most important sentence in 

a paragraph. It briefly indicates what the paragraph is going to discuss. For this 

reason, the topic sentence is a helpful guide to both the writer and the reader. The 

writer can see what information to include and what information to exclude. The 

reader can see what the paragraph is going to be about and is therefore better 

prepared to understand it. For example, in the model paragraph on gold, the topic 

sentence alerts the reader to look for two characteristics. 

   ** Here are two important points to remember about a topic sentence: 

1- A topic sentence is a complete sentence; that is, it contains at least one subject 

and one verb. The following are not complete sentences because they do not 

have verbs:  

Driving on freeways. 

How to register for college classes. 

The rise of indie films. 

2- A topic sentence contains both a topic and a controlling idea. It names the 

topic and then limits the topic to a specific area to be discussed in the space of 

a single paragraph. Here are examples: 

Driving on freeways        requires skill and alertness. 

          Topic                                        Controlling Idea 

 

Registering for college classes   can be       a frustrating experience for new  

             Topic                                                               Controlling Idea  

students. 

 

The rise of indie films   is due       to several reasons. 

       Topic                                                        Controlling Idea 

Position of the Topic Sentence: The topic sentence is usually the first sentence 

in a paragraph. Experienced writers sometimes put topic sentences at the end, 

but the best place is usually right at the beginning. 

Not Too General, Not Too Specific: A topic sentence is neither too general nor 

too specific. Here are some examples:  

Too General:  

            Marriage is an event in a person’s life. 



This is too general because there is no specific controlling idea. The reader has 

no idea what the paragraph will say about marriage except that it happens. 

Too Specific: 

            The average age for people in the United States to marry in the year 

2000 was 25 for a woman and 27 for a man. 

This is much too specific. It gives details that should come later in the 

paragraph. 

Good: 

          The average age for people in the United States to marry has changed in 

the past 100 years. 

This is a good topic sentence because it gives the reader a hint that the 

paragraph will discuss changes in the ages when people marry. A good topic 

sentence tells something about the contents of the paragraph but none of the 

details. 

Practice: Put a check next to good topic sentences. Tell what is wrong with the 

unchecked sentences. Are they too specific or too general? Write Too specific 

or Too general on the line. 

……………………..  It is estimated that 20 percent of Japanese marriages are 

arranged. 

......................... In Japan, there are two types of marriage. 

……………………. Digital cameras have several advantages over film cameras. 

……………………. Digital cameras take photos. 

………………….. Digital photos are composed of small squares, just like a tilted 

kitchen floor or bathroom wall. 

…………………. Learning the meanings of abbreviations used in the field of 

technology is like learning a new language. 

………………….. PC, PDA, GPS, and Wifi are abbreviations. 

…………………. A PDA can perform a variety of useful functions.  

…………………... Consider these four factors when choosing a college. 

…………………… Golden retriever dogs have certain characteristics that make 

them good family pets. 

………………….. I am considering event planning as a career. 

 

Take a good care of yourselves and your loved ones, your family members and 

also your neighbors.        God Blesses. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 


