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1st Year, Group 2 

 

Prepositions 

Prepositions are words that express relationships in space and time, as well as other more 
abstract relationships: cause, purpose, exception and many others. This means that they 
express different meanings and can be used with verbs or nouns or clauses. Here are the 
most important ones: 

1- About:  

 Topic;  E.g.  we are talking about the recent news. 

2- Above: 

Idea of having something higher than, over (opposite of bellow) 

 E.g.- In this store everything is above 1000Dinars 

       - His behaviour is above praise. 

3- Across: 

We can use across to talk about a position on the other side of, or moving to the other side 

of a road ,bridge, border,  river etc... 

This preposition can be used interchangeably with over. 

E.g. Mike lives in the house across/over the road from ours. 

4- After: 

 Time (chronological order); E.g. - I went to school after I had taken breakfast. 

5- Along:  

It is used to talk about following a line of some kind(a road, a river, etc) 

E.g. “ They walked along the footpath until they came to a small bridge”  

( Martin. Hewings, Ibid) 

6- At: 

 Time, place, destination, age; temperature. 

    E.g.  - he will come at 10 o’clock a.m. 

             - They are looking at each other. 
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             - At the age of 18, Dalal went to university. 

                  - The pie must be cooked at 250° 

7- Because of: 

 Reason. E.g.  He did not come because of a toothache 

 

8- Before: 

 Time (chronological order) 

   E.g.  - I had read about the Titanic before I saw the film 

 

9- Behind:  

Position ( to be after, opposite of in front of) 

E.g. Your town lies behind the hill 

10- Between: 

 Place,(position/location),time, order, connection, distance (doubt)... 

     E.g.   - The Channel lies between France and England. 

               - We are holding a meeting between 9and 11 a.m. 

               - The middle school in Algeria ranks between the primary school and the secondary 

school. 

                -  A railway between 2 cities.  

                - We walked between 5 and 6 miles 

*Note that: when we speak of position or division with more than two elements (  places, 

people and so on) among is used instead of between. 

E.g.  Algeria is among the richest countries in natural resources. 

11- but:  

Exception (opposition) 

E.g.  - None did the homework but Linda 

12- By : 
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 Manner, time.  

   E.g. : - He travels by bus. 

 

- Salim will be with us by this evening. 

13- For: 

Time, purpose.  

  E.g.  - I have been here for 2 hours. 

  - The teacher does not work for money only. 

14- From:  

    Origin, time (with to or until). 

          E.g.  - She comes from Algiers. 

        - He can be here from 2 to 4 p.m 

15- In:  

Place, time(synonym of during in some cases), manner. 

  E.g.    -  I have left my umbrella in the classroom. 

-  You will do the homework in a week. 

  -  She replied in the most offensive manner. 

*Note that: we can use the preposition during to talk about events extending on a period 

of time. 

E.g: - He couldn’t go out during his illness.   

        - The weather is hot in Algeria during Summer. 

16- In front of: 

   Position ( to be before, opposite of behind ) 

      E.g. - Malika is sitting in front of Rafik. 

17- In the middle of: 

 Position (location)  
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    E.g: - The main chemistry is in the middle of the town.   

18- Into 

 Destination, division. 

        E.g.  - The train came into the station. 

                 - He broke the mirror into pieces. 

19- Of: 

Topic, possession, material, content, result, 

               E.g.  - They speak of the exam. 

                       - The hairs of the cow. 

                        - This table is made of wood. 

                       - A cup of tea. 

                       - He has died of Cancer. 

20- On: 

 Place, time, situation. 

            E.g:       - The book is on the table. 

                         - I believe the party is on June 8th. 

                         - Mary is on phone. 

21-Onto: 

 Destination (movement) 

                 E.g.    - Amina threw her lunch box onto the floor. 

22-Out of: 

 Situation (opposite of inside) 

                E.g.   - A big black bird flew out of the forest. 

23- Since: 

 Time (an action starting in the past and continuing at the moment of speaking) 

                 E.g.  - She has been writing articles since 2000. 
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24- To :  

Place (movement toward something), involvement of two or more people in an action. 

               E.g.  - Have you been to England yet? 

                       - Rachid was talking to his friends when the teacher came. 

25- Under: 

Place (opposite of on) 

         E.g.    - During an earthquake crouch under a desk or a table. 

26- Up: 

 Place (higher or rising position) 

            E.g.   - He climbed up the hill 

27- With: 

 Two or more people together, use of something in actions, physical features, clothes   

description.  

            E.g.   - Nerdjes and Linda took a walk yesterday with  

                         Mokrane.  

                      - We cut meat with a knife. 

                     - She is a small woman with a round face and a flat nose. 

                     - I am looking for the man with a black suit. 

 

28- Without: 

 Not to have (opposite of with) 

                E.g.  - Karima has come to school without her book. 

                          - This man is without a beard. 

*Note that: prepositions can come at the end of a sentence. This is the case with: 

A/relative clauses: 

      E.g.  - This is the machine which we were talking about. 
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B/ questions: 

      E.g.  What are they looking for? 

C/ reported speech: 

          E.g.  They asked me what they were looking for.    

Exercise: 

 Put in a suitable preposition: at, by, in , for , on, out of. 

               1- The escaped criminals are ...... control. 

               2- The coffee maker is  ...... fire. 

               3- They discovered the secret  .......chance. 

               4- This house is not ........sale. 

                5- She usually goes to school  ....... foot. 

                6- My brother is  ...... school and my father is ..... the 

                    cinema. 

                7- They could not catch the thief; they ran ......vain. 

                8- I know the Koran ........ heart. 

                9- Cows,  ......  instance, are mammals. 

          10-    ...... sight,  .....  mind 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


