
Types of paragraphs 

 

 The order of the sentences in a paragraph must be in some sort of logical order so it can be easily 

read and understood by the reader. The kind of logical organization used partly depends on the topic 

and what the writer wants to say about it. There are several kinds of paragraphs narrative, 

descriptive, process, compare and contrast, cause and effect, problem analysis and solution, and 

persuasion. Each kind of paragraph has a different purpose and different method of organization. 

 

Narrative paragraphs  

 A narrative paragraph tells a story and its purpose is to provide information about an event. In a 

narrative paragraph, events are related to the reader in the correct chronological order as they 

happened. A narrative paragraph is used when writing about such things as: a vacation trip taken to 

Africa, your first day in a foreign country, mans journey into space, or the events leading to the end 

of slavery in America. When telling a story elements that should be included are the chain of events 

of the story, the characters or people involved, when and where the event occurred, and possibly the  

theme or moral of the story.  

 A sample of a Narrative paragraph  

     “My girlfriend and I went on vacation to Hawaii about a year ago. We spent a week there and had 

a great time. We stayed at a very nice hotel right on the beach in Honolulu. We spent a lot of time on 

the beach, of course, swimming, wading, walking, and soaking in the sun. At night we always went 

out to a fine restaurant for a romantic dinner on the beach. We even took in a show once. One day 

we went snorkeling. That was fantastic! The numbers and varieties of brightly colored fish we saw 

were just amazing. I thought about trying my hand at surfing and parasailing, but I chickened out. On 

another day, we did the typical vacationers tour; we went to a Marine Museum, a traditional Hawaii 

market, and The Arizona War Memorial. One night we went to a luau. The food at the luau was 

delicious, as were the tropical drinks. The organizers of the luau taught all the women how to do the 

hula; all the men sat back, watched the dancing, and drank Mai Tais. The luau was fun, but I thought 

it was over-crowed. There were a least 150 people there. In spite of the crowds, Hawaii certain is a 

vacation paradise. “ 

Activity: Write your own narrative paragraph  

Descriptive paragraphs 

 When one wants to describe the way something looks like in a physical sense a  descriptive 

paragraph is used. A descriptive paragraph would be used for such things as describing the physical 

appearance of your favorite uncle, the layout of the library at a school, the awesome grandeur of the 

Pyramids, or the stunning beauty of the Mona Lisa. 

A sample of a Descriptive paragraph  



      “Kangaroos are strange and amazing animals. There are three species of  kangaroos and they can 

weigh between forty and two hundred pounds (18 to 95 kg) and range in height between three and 

nine feet  (.9 to 2.7 meters). A kangaroo has two large hind legs (with four toes) and a long, powerful, 

tapered tail that is used for balance when hopping and leaping. Kangaroos can walk and stand 

upright and they move about by hopping on their hind legs. Their front legs are short and small, with 

hands and five unequal digits (fingers) similar to a humans. The digits are used for grasping objects 

and also have sharp claws that are used for fighting. Kangaroos have long pointed ears and a long 

and well-defined muzzle, with distinctive black and white patches on both sides of the muzzle. Their 

head resembles that of a dear. The fur of the kangaroos is soft and woolly and may have stripes on 

the head, back, or upper limbs. Depending on the species, the color of the fur can be reddish brown, 

grayish brown, or chocolate brown. One distinguishing feature of kangaroos is that the females have 

a pouch in which the babies reside until mature. To see these amazing animals up close one has to 

travel to Australia, as that is the only place kangaroos can be indigenously found.     “ 

Activity: 

Select one of the topics below and write a descriptive    paragraph about it .  

       Your bedroom      Your college campus        A friend     A TV        An elephant   Your own idea 

Process paragraph                

   A process paragraph is used when  explaining something such as how to do something, how 

something is done, or how something works. Topics suitable for an process format include how to 

overcome a fear of heights, how to bake a cake, or how a hydroelectric generator works. 

Below is a list of  commonly used transition words for process paragraphs.   

  

      first  second  third  after    that       then       next    before      

A sample of a Process paragraph (how something works)          

           “The design and operation of a household toaster is simplicity itself. Modern  toasters work on 

electricity. Electricity passes through thin wires that are on both sides of the slot where the bread is 

placed. The wires become red hot when the electricity passes through them, which generates a 

tremendous amount of heat. This heat burns the bread to make the toast. The degree that the bread 

burns can be regulated with a dial. On a low setting, the toast becomes lightly toasted; with a higher 

setting, the toast becomes darker. The dial controls the amount of time that the bread is in the 

toaster, not the amount of heat generated. Most toasters contain a lever that is pushed down, which 

lowers the bread into the device so the bread is beside the heating filaments. The toast pops up, 

away from the heating filaments, when the time that is set with the control knob expires. The 

electricity stops passing through the wires and the heat soon dissipates. Some of the newer toasters 

have no lever to push down; instead the bread is automatically lowered into the toaster when it is 

placed in the slots. Most toasters are made for two slices of bread, but four slice toasters are 

available, to meet the ever increasing time demands on working moms. Toasters are fast, 

convenient, and easy to use tools that help make breakfast quick and easy.” 



Activity: Select one of the topics below and write a process   paragraph.  

  

            How to make your favorite food  How to fail a class                   How to impress a teacher   How 

to master English        How to be a millionaire      How to make a kite                   How to find the 

perfect mate  How to stop the hiccups                    How an electric can opener works Your own idea      

Compare and contrast  

 In a compare and contrast paragraph the writer  is pointing out the similarities and/or differences 

between two or more things. A compare and  contrast paragraph could be used to show that one 

thing is superior to another or to show  changes over time. Suitable topics for a  compare and 

contrast paragraph include city versus country living or modes of transportation today versus 100 

years ago.   

A sample of a Compare and contrast paragraph:  

“Shopping at a superstore is far more superior than shopping at a specialty shore. Shopping at a 

super store is much more convenient and time saving. First, a super store provides for one stop 

shopping, you can get every thing you need under one roof. If shopping at specialty shops, one may 

have to drive all over town, spending half a day doing so, to complete all of your purchases. Prices 

may also be much cheaper at a superstore. Super stores are able to buy in bulk, passing on the 

savings to the customer. Many specialty stores are unable to provide this benefit to their customers. 

Parking at a super store is generally fast and easy since they always have large, spacious parking lots. 

Finding a parking space for a specialty shop may be difficult. A person may end up parking one or two 

blocks away, and may have to pay a parking fee. A super store may also provide the customer with 

greater choice. The electronics department of a super store could have 10 different brands of 

televisions, with several models of each brand to choose from. A specialty store may only have two 

or three brands, the brands that they carry, to choose from. All in all, why would any one want to 

shop at a specialty store?” 

Activity: Write a compare and contrast paragraph using one of the  topics below.  

      City and country living  A sports car and a luxury car       Audio-tapes and CDs  Two countries            

Your mother and father  Typewriters and computers         Your own idea    

Cause and effect  

 In a cause and effect paragraph the writer analyzes the causes or factors that brought about an 

event and examines the results or consequences of that event. The paragraph could contain only the 

causes of an event or situation or could contain only the effects of an event or situation, or it could 

contain both the causes and effects. 

A sample of an Effect paragraph   

     “When the United States lowered the legal drinking age from 21 to 18 about 30 years ago it 

created unforeseen problems. One problem was the increase in the number of alcohol-related 

automobile accidents among 18 to 21 year old drivers. The accident rate nearly doubled within six 



moths after the law was enacted. In addition to the accident rate, the number of fatalities resulting 

from alcohol related car accidents increased dramatically. As would be expected, the insurance rates 

for this age group also increased due to the larger number of accidents. At the time that the law was 

passed, there was a national sentiment that if 18 year olds were old enough to die in a war, they 

were old enough to handle the responsibility of alcohol use. Clearly this was not the case. Less than 

three years later the law was repealed and the drinking age was re-instated to 21.” 

Activity: Select one of the topics below and write an effect paragraph  about it.  

       Water pollution     Unemployment        Being laid off from work   A new baby in the family                   

Cell phones on daily life  Your own idea  

Problem Analysis and solution   

In a problem analysis and solution paragraph the writer identifies a problem and offers solutions for 

that problem 

A sample of a Problem and solution paragraph    

“        Rush hour traffic jams are a major source of annoyance and inconvenience for millions of big 

city dwellers. Most large metropolitan areas have a number of modes of mass transportation that 

can be utilized by commuters to eliminate the daily headaches and hassles of traffic jams. The first is 

the subway. Subways are fast, inexpensive, easily accessible, and have routes to most areas of a city 

that a person may need to travel to. In addition, they can be a source of fun and entertainment. For 

example, they are an excellent place for people watching; there is no doubt that a person can meet a 

wide variety of fascinating and unusual people using the subway. A second alternative is a bus. 

Although buses may be a little slower than subways, they also have the same advantages as a 

subway in that they too are relatively inexpensive, easily accessible, and travel to most areas of a city 

that a person may need to go to. One disadvantage, however, is that buses generally do not run as 

frequently as subways, so a person may have to wait a much longer time for the next bus to arrive. A 

third alternative is the taxi. Although taxis can be quite expensive, they have the advantage of 

dropping the passenger off at the exact location he or she is going, thus eliminating the need for 

additional walking to their final destination. Car pools, if used more extensively, could also be a 

means to reduce traffic jams. Car pools are ideal for people that live in the same area and work in the 

same place. They have the advantage of being Inexpensive, in that all riders could pitch in for the 

cost of the gas. Also its a great opportunity to socialize with coworkers and maybe even reduce the 

stress and frustration associated with bumper-to-bumper traffic. Finally, for those who live close to 

their place of work, a bicycle may be just the ticket. Not only does a cyclist beat the traffic, they can 

get a good work-out at the same time and have a healthier life. So, if you are tired of the daily grind 

of getting to work, try another mode of getting there, and relax.  “ 

Activity: select one of the topics below  and write a problem analysis and solution paragraph.  

              The homeless     Over-population                Drug use     Sexual discrimination           Political 

corruption              Employment for youth              Domestic violence          High cost of medical care                

Drunk Drivers                           

  



  

Persuasion          

 In a persuasion paragraph the writer attempts to persuade others to his particular point of view or 

tries to convince others to do something. If writing about the benefits of a tax cut or allowing prayers 

in school, one would use a persuasion format. The writer may use facts and figures, emotional 

appeal, or intellectual arguments to sway the readers opinion.   

A sample of a Persuasion paragraph  

    “Euthanasia is a merciful and humane termination of prolonged suffering, and not murder, as 

some proponents insist. There is no sane reason why a person with a terminal illness should have to 

suffer the agony, humiliation, and degradation of a slow, certain death when other alternatives are 

available. Certainly no one wants to die, but like taxes, it is unavoidable. Life is indeed a precious gift 

that should be cherished and celebrated. For those unlucky souls inflected with a painful terminal 

illness, they should have the option of passing quietly, peacefully, and quickly. What rational person 

would choose the never-ending torment that comes with the slow, excruciating death of a terminal 

illness? Loved ones too suffer from a prolonged terminal illness. They experience the grief, agony, 

and pain of losing someone every time they visit the hospital. This continued exposure creates 

emotional, physical, and psychological stress that is unnecessary and in most cases probably 

unwanted. Prolonged terminal illnesses also put a great burden on familys financial resources. With 

the high cost of medical care today, this could (and many times does) create a financial crisis that 

takes years to overcome. In addition, time and resources of the hospital are inefficiently utilized. 

Medical facilities may be turning away patients that need urgent care if their beds are filled with 

patients that are afflicted with incurable diseases. This in turn could create grave social problems for 

a community. We are all going to die, let us hope that we have the option of going out serenely.         

Read the persuasion paragraph below. “ 

 Activity: Write a persuasion paragraph from one of the topic below.  

       The death penalty    Legalization of drugs             Mandatory military service  Abortion         The 

existence of God   Political part affiliation               Interracial marriage    Elimination of testing in        

Pornography on the Internet    schools              You own idea  


