
University of Bouira/ English Department 

Module : Grammar/ 1st year G1-2 

Chapter1. Simple Sentences : Elements and Patterns 

Objectives : When the students have completed the materials in this chapter, they will 

be able to do the following : 

-Recognize the basic sentence elements including the subject and the predicate. 

-Recognize four basic sentence patterns. 

- Know how to order words in a sentence. 

- Convert fragments into simple sentences. 

 

    In simple terms, a sentence is a set of words that contain: 

1. a subject (noun ; noun phrase or a pronoun) 

2. a predicate (a verb or verb phrase) 

3. a complete thought 

Look at this simple example 

Sentence 

subject Predicate 

verb   

You speak English. 

The above example sentence is very short. Of course, a sentence can be longer and more 

complicated, but basically there is always a subject and a predicate. Look at this longer 

example: 



Sentence 

Subject predicate 

verb   

Ram and Tara speak English when they are working. 

Note that the predicate always contains a verb. Sometimes, in fact, the predicate is only a 

verb: 

sentence 

subject predicate 

verb   

Smoke rises.   

So we can say that a sentence must contain at least a subject and verb. 

Note :There is an exception to this – the imperative. When someone gives a command (the 

imperative), they usually do not use a subject. The subject is understood or is known. 

Example :  

Sentence 



Sentence 

subject Predicate 

verb   

  Stop!   

  Wait a minute! 

You look!   

Everybody look!   

Note :  a sentence expresses a complete thought. Here are some examples of complete and 

incomplete thoughts 

sentence He opened the door. 

Come in, please. 

Do you like coffee? 

not a sentence people who work hard 



a fast-moving animal with big ears 

Note also that a sentence begins with a capital letter and ends with a full stop or a question 

mark or an exclamation mark . Look at these examples: 

 People need food. 

 How are you? 

 Look out! 

 

1.1 Simple sentence patterns : 

     English sentences follow specific grammar patterns, and once you get familiar with 

these sentence patterns, your writing and understanding of the English language will 

improve. Examples of each pattern can help you recognize these types of sentences in 

daily life and learn to use them in your own writing. 

Type 1 :  Subject-Verb Pattern/ or the Intransitive verb pattern 

 

     A simple sentence has a subject and a verb. It can be a single subject, such as  

“cat,” or it can be a compound subject like “cats and dogs.” Similarly, it can have a single 

verb like “ran” or a compound verb like “ran and jumped.” Here are some examples of 

sentences with subject-verb patterns. Here the verb is intransitive. 

 The rabbit hopped. 

 Two ducks were swimming. 

 George died. 

 Sam ran and jumped . 

Type 2 : Subject-Verb-Object (complement) Pattern( the transitive pattern) 

     Another very common sentence pattern in English is the use of a subject and  

a verb with a direct object( a complement). A direct object is a noun or a noun phrase that is 

being acted upon. Direct objects follow transitive verbs, verbs that act on someone or 

something. A direct object is usually a noun or pronoun that answers the question What? or 

Whom?These examples will help you understand. 

 Ellen sent a letter. 

 My cat can open doors. 

 She washed and waxed the car. 

 The boy raced the dog. 

This basic sentence pattern may also employ an indirect object that often answers the 

question To whom?  

https://examples.yourdictionary.com/simple-sentence-examples.html
https://examples.yourdictionary.com/direct-object-examples.html
https://grammar.yourdictionary.com/parts-of-speech/verbs/transitive-verbs.html


      -This dealership promises customers good prices. 

      - Linda gave the manager a check.  

      -The manager handed him the keys. 

Type 3 : Subject-Verb-Adverb Pattern 

An adverb modifies a verb, and you’ll find it in many English sentences. Averbs are modifers 

that answer the question How ? Where ? When ? Here are some examples of the sentence 

pattern that include subject-verb-adverb(modifier). 

 The fireworks exploded loudly. 

 The door opened slowly. 

 She stood up suddenly. 

 He runs around the park every morning 

Type 4 : Subject -Linking verb- Complement 

     An adjective modifies a noun. It can come before the noun in a simple sentence, but it’s 

also very common to see the adjective come after the linking verb. Common linking verbs are 

am, is, are, was, were, be, being, and been. Other linking verbs express the senses: feels, 

appears, tastes, sounds, seems, looks. A complement is a noun or adjective that renames or 

describes the subject. A complement completes the meaning of the subject and always follows 

the linking verb.Here are some examples. 

 The cat was black. 

 Those boys are funny. 

 She seemed upset. 

 Dinner looks delicious.  

 My dad is a teacher. 

 That character is a villain. 

 She is a doctor. 

 That woman is my mom.  

 

There are many types of sentences in English, and these common sentence patterns are 

only a few of them. However, if you know these basic patterns, you’ll be able to see 

how other sentence patterns work too.  

 

 

1.2. Word Order in English sentences : 

        As a learner, you need to know that the sentence structure, which is the word 

order, is considerably rigid in English. This lack of flexibility occurs because the 

constituents of the sentence cannot be moved arbitrarily within it. So, they usually 

https://grammar.yourdictionary.com/parts-of-speech/adverbs/what-is-an-adverb.html
https://grammar.yourdictionary.com/grammar/sentences/types-of-sentences.html


need to occupy their fixed place or position. In principle, the order of the constituents 

or parts applies in positive and negative English sentences: 

 

In most cases, the English sentence structure looks as follows S+V+O . This order 

may not be changed. Compare the examples:  

Subject Verb(s) Object 

I drink coffee. 

You don’t have  a car. 

We can play the guitar. 

 

Note that the place( adverbials of place) always comes before the time 

( adverbials of time) 

Subject Verb(s) Indirect 

object 

Direct 

object 

Place Time 

He Can give her The book At home Tomorrow 

They Are going to 

write 

him A letter At work Next week 

Alternatively, the adverbial of time may appear at the beginning of the sentence: 

Time Subject verb Indirect 

object 

Direct 

Object 

Place 

Every day    Sue dies  exercises At the gym 

 

What is the typical word order in questions? 

Interrogative sentences, which are questions in most cases, also retain the order of subject–

verb–object. Note, however, that the question word appears at the beginning of the sentence, 

and the auxiliary verb moves to the position in front of the subject: 

Question 

Word 

Auxiliary 

Verb 

Subject Main 

Verb 

Indirect 

Object 

Direct 

Object 

Place Time 

Why Can’t He help Me  At work Tomorrow ? 

When Did You Come   Home Last night ? 

 

https://www.usinggrammar.com/english-grammar/question-words.php


Chapter 2 : compound and complex sentences 

Objectives : by the end of the chapter the students will be able to : 

- Make a difference between clause, phrase and a sentence. 

- Link two independent clauses with coordinate conjunctions 

- Write complex sentences using subordinate conjunctions 

1..Clauses 

    Consider this sentence : - I like English grammar.  Definitely, this is a sentence. But do you 

know this is also a clause? In fact, it is both a sentence and a clause.      What’s happening?  A 

quick revisit of our grammar lessons tells that we group different words like adjectives, verbs, 

nouns etc. to form a sentence. Technically, a sentence is a group of words that makes complete 

sense by itself.  

     In contrast to a sentence, a phrase is a group of words that doesn’t have a subject, a predicate, 

finite verb and also is not independently meaningful . We need to use a phrase in a sentence to 

add meaning to it. A phrase can find use as an adjective, noun or adverb. 

    We can say that clauses lie somewhat in the middle of sentences and phrases. Technically, a 

clause is a group of words which have their own subject, predicate, finite verb and may or may 

not be independently meaningful. Further, clauses are of two types- principal or independent 

clause and subordinate or dependent clause. 

Classification of Clauses 

-Independent or Principal Clause 

An independent clause is a group of words that consists of subject, predicate, finite verb and can 

make complete sense by themselves. So it doesn’t differ from a sentence. It is as good as a 

sentence. Note that, independent clauses cannot be used as nouns, adverbs or adjectives simply 

because they are complete sentences by themselves. Let’s explore some examples. 

 It is dark. 

 You should go. 

 He is intelligent but he is selfish. 

 I want to come but I have some work to do 

The group of words in bold examples of independent clauses. They express a complete thought. 

-Dependent or Subordinate Clause 

As the name suggests, dependent clauses need an independent clause to complete its meaning.  A 

dependent clause also consists of a subject, predicate and a finite verb but it is not meaningful all 

by itself. A key point to remember is that dependent clauses, just like phrases, can be used as a 

noun, adverb or adjective. Let’s discuss these individually. 



-Noun Clause 

 I think that you will like it. Here the clause- that you will like it, acts as an object of the 

verb think. It is a noun clause  

 Where she went is not known to anyone. Here the clause- where she went, acts as a 

subject of the verb- is not known. It is a noun clause. 

-Adjective Clause 

An adjective clause is a dependent clause that acts as an adjective . For example: 

 I used the notebook that had a red coloured cover. Here the clause- that had a red 

coloured cover, desribes the noun notebook. It is and adjectiveclause. 

 The hat which was made of jute was my favourite. Here the clause-  which was made of 

jute, describes the noun hat. It is an adjective clause. 

Adverb Clause 

An adverb clause is a dependent clause that does the job of an adverb i.e. modifies a verb, an 

adjective or another adverb in a sentence. For example: 

 Wait here till I come back. Here – till I come back, is an adverbial clause of time. 

 I shall be late as I have a meeting. Here –  as I have a meeting, is an adverbial clause of 

reason. 

 

2. Compound Sentences 

A compound sentence refers to a sentence made up of two independent clauses (or 

complete sentences) connected to one another with a coordinating conjunction. 

Coordinating conjunctions are easy to remember if you think of the words "FAN BOYS": 

 For 

 And 

 Nor 

 But 

 Or 

 Yet 

 So 

Examples of compound sentences include the following: 

1. Joe waited for the train, but the train was late. 

  

2. I looked for Mary and Samantha at the bus station, but they arrived at the station before 

noon and left on the bus before I arrived. 

  



3. Mary and Samantha arrived at the bus station before noon, and they left on the bus before 

I arrived. 

  

4. Mary and Samantha left on the bus before I arrived, so I did not see them at the bus 

station. 

 

3. Complex Sentences 

A complex sentence is made up of an independent clause and one or more dependent 

clauses connected to it. A dependent clause is similar to an independent clause, or 

complete sentence, but it can’t stand by itself. It is not a complete sentence. 

Examples of dependent clauses include the following: 

 because Mary and Samantha arrived at the bus station before noon 

 while he waited at the train station 

 after they left on the bus 

Dependent clauses such as those above cannot stand alone as a sentence, but they can be 

added to an independent clause to form a complex sentence. 

Dependent clauses begin with subordinating conjunctions. Below are some of the most 

common subordinating conjunctions: 

 after 

 although 

 as 

 because 

 before 

 even though 

 if 

 since 

 though 

 unless 

 until 

 when 

 whenever 

 whereas 

 wherever 

 while 

A complex sentence joins an independent clause with a dependent clause. 

We can start a complex sentence with a dependent clause followed by an independent 

clause, as in the following: 

Tip: When the dependent clause comes first, a comma should be used to separate the two 

clauses. 



1. Because Mary and Samantha arrived at the bus station before noon, I did not see them at 

the station. 

2. While he waited at the train station, Joe realized that the train was late. 

3. After they left on the bus, Mary and Samantha realized that Joe was waiting at the train 

station. 

Conversely, the independent clauses can go first in the sentence, followed by the dependent 

clause, as in the following: 

Tip: When the independent clause comes first, a comma should not be used to separate the 

two clauses. 

1. I did not see them at the station because Mary and Samantha arrived at the bus station 

before noon. 

2. Joe realized that the train was late while he waited at the train station. 

3. Mary and Samantha realized that Joe was waiting at the train station after they left on the 

bus. 

Beginning Sentences with "And" or "Because" 

Should you begin a sentence with "and" or "but" (or one of the other coordinating 

conjunctions)? 

The short answer is "no." You should avoid beginning a sentence with "and," "or," "but," 

or the other coordinating conjunctions. These words generally are used to join together 

parts of a sentence, not to begin a new sentence. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



What is an Article? 

An article is a word that combines with a noun/s and helps to determine whether a noun in 

any sentence or phrase is specific or general. 

 

Example: After the long tiring day, the cup of tea refreshed the mind and body. 

 

In this sentence, the use of the article ‘the’ specifies the day that was tiring and that one 

particular cup of tea that refreshed the body and mind.   

What are the Types of Articles in English Grammar? 

There are two types of articles in English, Definite article (The) and Indefinite article           

(A, An). 

Definite Article examples: The  

1. He threw the ball in the well. 

2. I saw the thieves stealing jewels. 

3. Where are the notes I shared with you yesterday? 

Indefinite Article Example: A or AN 

1. She wore a pretty pink dress. 

2. I saw tigers in a zoo. 

3. He is not as good as an actor. 

4. An apple a day builds immunity. 

Let’s go ahead with the important rules of articles to use them correctly.  

Rules of Articles With Examples 

The rules of articles (a, an, the) given below are divided according to the types of articles. 

Article Rules for the definite article ‘The’ 
Rule 1 – The very basic rule of the article says that the article ‘the’ is used before a singular 

or plural noun, which is specific. It indicates a particular thing/s or person/s in case of a 

common noun.  

Example:  

The teacher she spoke to at the exhibition was very rude. 

He lost all the money borrowed from the lender. 

Rule 2 – Article ‘The’ is used when the listener knows what the speaker is talking about. 

Example: 

The mangoes you kept in the refrigerator last night do not taste good. 

Did you complete all the homework? 

Rule3 – ‘The’ is used to generalize the whole class or group. 

Example: 



The honest are respected. 

The beggars are not always needy. 

Rule 4 – ‘The’ is used for geographical points on the globe. 

Example: The north pole and the south pole can never meet. 

Rule 5 – ‘The’ is used for the nouns that cannot be counted (uncountable nouns). 

Example: 

The water in the Pacific ocean is freezing.  

Two robbers stole all the money from the bank. 

Rule 6 – ‘The’ is used with geographical nouns, depending on the size and plurality of the 

noun. ‘The’ must precede the names of oceans, rivers, group of islands, lakes, mountains, 

countries with united states or islands, etc. 

Example: 

The Ganga is a holy river. 

The English Channel is the longest river channel. 

However, ‘the’ must not precede the following– 

 Names of continents, like Asia, South America, etc 

 Names of countries, states or streets like Annaba , Algeria, Alaska, Bolivia, New town 

street, etc. 

 Names of languages like Spanish, French, etc. 

 Names of Sports such as basketball, cricket, football, etc. 

 Names of subjects like Economics, Mathematics, History, etc.  

Rule 7 – ‘The’ is used for things that are only one of a kind in the universe. 

Example: 

The Sun and the Moon shine bright in the sky. 

The planet earth looks beautiful from space. 

Rule 8 – ‘The’ does not mean all.  

Example: 

The books are my favourite (not all the books, just the books talked about) 

Books are my favourite (all the books, in general, are favourites) 

Article Rule for Indefinite Article ‘A’ and ‘An’ 
Rule 1 – The article ‘a’ is used before a consonant word or any vowel with a consonant 

sound.  

Indefinite article examples: 

A man is sitting on the chair. 

She goes to a university in Delhi. 



Similarly, the article ‘an’ is used before the words beginning with a vowel (a, e, i, o, u) or the 

letter of a consonant word with a vowel sound.  

Indefinite article examples: 

She is an innocent girl. 

He is an honest man. 

Rule 2 – A singular common noun always requires an article ‘a’ or ‘an’, but a plural common 

noun does not require any article or can have ‘the’ to particularise that noun. 

Examples:  

I saw an elephant. (Refers to a random elephant) 

I saw elephants in a zoo. (No article is required) 

I have seen the elephant again. (Refers to the elephant already seen) 

I have seen the elephants again before leaving the zoo. (Refers particularly to the elephants 

of the zoo which were seen earlier.) 

Rule 3 – A/An is used to make a Proper noun a common noun. Proper nouns do not take 

articles but to make them common nouns, a/an is used. 

Example. 

He thinks he is an Abraham Lincon. (not referring to the actual person but someone like 

him) 

She is an Indian. (India is a proper noun but ‘Indian’ is a common noun) 

Rule 4 – Indefinite article ‘a’ or ‘an’ is used to refer to numbers sometimes. 

Examples: 

The baby is playing with a doll (one doll) 

I owe him a thousand bucks. (one thousand dollars) 

He drove 120 kilometres in an hour (one hour) 

Rule 5 – The indefinite article (a/an) precedes the descriptive adjective 

Examples:  

She is an amazing dancer. 

What a nice Villa! 

Rule 6 – The indefinite article is used with the determiners (few, lot, most) 

Examples:  

There is a little water in the glass 

I have a few guests coming over 

When you don’t  Use an Article 
We do not use any article at all in some cases. The articles ‘a’ ‘an’ and ‘the’ are not used in 

the following cases: 

1. When Plural Noun is talked about: 



Correct – Girls like pink (the sentence is talking about girls in general) 

Correct – The girls in my classroom  like to play chessi. (the sentence is specifically talking 

about girls of my classroom) 

2. When Uncountable nouns are talked about 

Correct – Water Scarcity is a problem. (it is uncountable) 

Correct – The Water scarcity in my locality is a problem. (talking about specific locality) 

Incorrect – There is a water scarcity in my locality. (here again, scarcity is uncountable) 

3. When Real Nouns are talked about, i.e. names of people or places 

Incorrect – I want to visit the Australia. 

Incorrect  – She talks to the Sam for articles. 
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