
Types of objects 

Learning objectives : After this lesson, students will be able to : 

      - Comprehend the concept of direct and indirect objects. 

     -  Identify how to find direct and indirect objects. 

     - Define and explain the difference between direct and indirect objects. 

 

There are two types of objects: direct and indirect objects: 

Direct object 

A direct object answers the question "what?" or "who?" 

Examples: 

▪ David repaired his car → his car is the direct object of the verb repaired. ( What did 

David repair?) 

▪ He invited Mary to the party → Mary is the direct object of the verb invited. (Who 

did he invite?) 

Indirect Object 

An indirect object answers the question "to whom?", "for whom?" 

An indirect object is the recipient of the direct object, or an otherwise affected participant in 

the event. There must be a direct object for an indirect object to be placed in a sentence. In 

other words an indirect object cannot exist without a direct object. 

Examples: 

▪ They sent him a postcard - him is the indirect object of the verb sent. (To whom did 

they send a postcard?) 

▪ He bought his son a bike - his son is the indirect object of the verb bought. (For 

whom did he buy a bike?) 

In the following exercise, underline the direct objects once and underline the indirect 

objects twice. **Not all sentences will contain direct and indirect objects.  

1) We ate steak for dinner. 

 2) Snow and ice covered the streets.  

3) She gives violin lessons to Jacob. 

 4) Everyone loves candy. 



 5) The teacher gave us an assignment. 

 6) The children are playing.  

7) I brought a balloon to Diane. 

 8) Can you send me a letter?  

E X E R C I S E 1 :   Identify the underlined word or words in each sentence as a direct (D) 

or an indirect (I) object.  

 1. David gave the Tomkeys candy. _____ 

 2. They bought a boat in October. _____  

3. The Tomkeys did not own a television. _____  

4. On Halloween David collected candy from the neighbors. _____ 

 5. David emptied his bag of candy on the bed. _____ 

 6. He tore the wrapper off and crammed the candy bar in his mouth. _____  

7. David’s mother took him to the store to get a Halloween costume. _____ 

 8. The chocolate gave David a headache. _____  

9. David looked through the window and saw the Tomkeys eating dinner. _____  

10. She put the candy in the Tomkeys bags. 

E X E R C I S E 2 : Write the direct and indirect objects that appear in the following 

sentences. If a sentence does not contain a direct or indirect object, write none. 

 1. Emery and Dinah jogged steadily around the track. 

 2. The Hellers met us at the restaurant.  

3. Heidi is telling the editor her series of story ideas.  

4. Give your brother some waffles and strawberries for breakfast. 

 5. The cousins gathered at the Broadmoor Hotel in Colorado Springs. 

 6. Their meeting gave each cousin many chances to visit with one another.  

7. Mr. Daleberg gave his speech another name.  

8. In California, people pick calla lilies at the roadside. 

 9. Josefina wove blankets on an old wooden loom. 

 10. Andy sent his girlfriend an e-mail and a surprise gift every day 



 

Learning Objectives : Students are expected to identify compound, complex , and 

compound complex sentences 

 1/ COMPOUND SENTENCE 

 

The compound sentence contains two or more independent clauses but no subordinate clauses. 

The two independent clauses are joined by a comma (,) followed by a conjunction 

(FANBOYS). They may also be joined by a semicolon (;),  or a semicolon followed by a 

linking adverb (therefore, however, because, since…). 

Example: 

- I don’t know where he went, and no one has seen him since this afternoon. (conjunction) 

- Harold the First fought in northern Ireland; his campaigns generally were successful. 

(semicolon) 

- Vivian wanted to stay another week in Ashville; however, her parents refused to send her 

more money. (linking adverb) 

 

a) Compound Sentences with Coordinators (FANBOYS) 

Independent Clause + , + Coordinators + Independent 

Clause 

The two independent clauses are joined by a comma and one of the seven coordinating 

conjunctions: for, and, nor, but, or, yet, and so.  EX : 

1. The Japanese have the longest life expectancy of any other people, for their diet is 

extremely healthful. (for expresses reason) 

2. The Japanese consume a lot of rice, and they eat more fish than red meat. (and expresses 

equal related ideas) 

3. Many Americans  do not eat a healthy diet, nor do they get enough exercise. (nor joins two 

equal negative independent clauses) 

4. In the last twenty years, Americans have reduced their smoking, but Europeans seem to be 

smoking more than ever. (but expresses contrasting ideas) 

5. Europeans should change their smoking habits, or they will risk developing lung cancer. 

(or expresses alternatives or possibilities) 



6. Many Japanese men smoke, yet the Japanese have long life expectancies. (yet expresses an 

unexpected contrast) 

7. The Japanese diet is becoming more westernized, so their life expectancy will probably 

decrease in the future. (so expresses results) 

 

b) Compound Sentences with Linking Adverbs (Conjunctive Adverbs) 

Independent Clause; + Conjunctive Adverb, + Independent 

Clause 

The two independent clauses are joined by a semicolon (;), a conjunctive adverb and 

a comma. Just like the FANBOYS coordinators, conjunctive adverbs express the relationship 

of the second clause to the first clause. The chart below shows the coordinators and 

conjunctive adverbs which express similar relationship. 

Coordinating 

Conjunctions 

Conjunctive 

Adverbs 
Meaning 

And Furthermore, 

besides, moreover, 

also 

Additional idea 

But, yet However, 

nonetheless, 

nevertheless, still 

Opposite idea 

Or Otherwise Choice 

So Consequently, 

thus, therefore, 

hence, accordingly 

result 

Example: 

- Junior colleges offer preparation for the professions, business, and industry; moreover, they 

prepare students to transfer to a four-year college or university. (equal related ideas) 

- Many junior colleges do not provide dormitories; however, they provide housing referral 

services. (opposite ideas) 

- Students must take the final exam; otherwise, they will receive a grade of Incomplete. (“or 

else”) 

- Native and non-native English speakers have different needs; therefore, most schools 

provide separate English classes for each group. (results) 

c) Compound Sentences with Semicolon 

Independent Clause + ; + Independent Clause 



The two independent clauses are joined by a semicolon (;). Use a semicolon only when the 

two independent clauses are closely related and the relationship is implied. 

Example: 

- My older brother studies laws; my younger brother studies medicine. 

- The Berlin Wall’s construction in 1961 surprised the world; its destruction in 1989 stunned 

it. 

3) COMPLEX SENTENCES 

A complex sentence contains one independent clause and one or more dependent clause. In a 

complex sentence, one idea is generally more important than the other one. The more 

important idea is placed in the independent clause, and the less important idea is placed in the 

dependent clause. 

Independent Clause + Dependent Clause 

Dependent Clause + , + Independent Clause 

In the following sentences, the independent clause is underlined. 

Example: 

- If you are not good at figures, it is pointless to apply for a job in a bank. 

- Holiday resorts which are very crowded are not very pleasant. 

- That the Earth’s temperature is rising concerns scientists. 

NOTE: There are three kinds of dependent clauses used in complex sentences: adverb, 

adjective and noun. 

4) COMPOUND-COMPLEX SENTENCES 

A compound-complex sentence is a combination of two or more independent clauses and one 

or more dependent clauses. 

Example: the dependent clause is underlined 

- After I finished high school, I wanted to go to university, but I had to work in my family’s 

business. 

- The word root multi, which means many, comes from Latin, and the word root poly, which 

also means many, comes from Greek. 


