
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Every word in a language belongs to a 

certain grammatical category. Traditional 

grammar classifies these categories into 

8 parts of speech: 

1. the verb 
2. the noun 
3. the pronoun 
4. the adjective 
5. the adverb 
6. the preposition 
7. the conjunction 
8. the interjection 

One more part of speech is added by some 

to these: 

 9. the article 

 

There are words that can belong to more 
than one part of speech, depending on 
their meaning and on how they are used. 
Therefore, each part of speech explains 
how the word is used, and not what the 
word is. 
 
e.g.:  They hired a new cook.  

 I like the food they cook. 
 
In the first sentence the word cook is a 
noun, but in the second sentence the 
word cook is a verb. 
 

1. A verb is a word indicating an action, 

an event or a state. 
e.g.: write, happen, need 

 

2. A noun is a word used to name or 

identify things, people, places or ideas, 
qualities or action. 
e.g.: book, child, city, thought, 

loneliness, departure 
 

WHAT ARE THE PARTS OF SPEECH? 

3. A pronoun is a word used in place of a 

noun, in order to avoid repeating the noun. 
e.g.: I, me, my, mine, myself, this, 
those, who, which 

 

4. An adjective is a word indicating a 

quality of the person or of the thing to 
which the noun or the pronoun refers to. 
e.g.: small, fast, second, important 

 

5. An adverb is a word that describes a 

verb. It adds more information about the 
circumstances of an action. 
e.g.: there, yesterday, nicely  

 

6. A preposition is a word or a group of 

words used before a noun or a pronoun to 
show place, position, time or method. 
e.g.: in, from, on, on behalf of 

 

7. A conjunction is a word that joins 

words, phrases or sentences. 
e.g.: and, but, or, because, while 

 

8. An interjection is a word or phrase 

used to express sudden surprise, pleasure, 
annoyance, etc. 
e.g.: Oh!, Hurray!, Wow! Ouch! 

 

9. An article is used before a noun. 

e.g.: a, an, the 
 



Identify to what part of speech the underlined words belong to: 

 
The book you received is on the table.     

I watched an interesting movie last night.    

Yum! Yum! This cake is so good!     

She always tells the truth.      

Who asked you to come here?       

I’ll go home as soon as I finish my work.    

We gave him the present.      

He bought an expensive car.      

The students came to school early.     

Match the words from the first bank with the 

parts of speech they belong to from the second 

bank, and then fill in the gaps from the following 

text: 

 

 

Fill in the blanks with a suitable word in the 

context: 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Dear ________ , 
 
I think _________ have noticed from ________ address that 
we have moved. I have intended to _________ to you since 
we ___________ here, but we haven’t had too much 
_____________ until now. We ________ have been living 
here for three months and I don’t regret that we left 
_____________ London. You can come to visit us anytime 
you want. ___________! But please let ___________ know in 
advance __________ you’ll come. It happens sometimes 
that nobody is __________ home for a whole day. 
I am waiting impatiently to receive news from you 
___________ to see you! 
    Yours sincerely, 
     Eva   
 

Fill in the gaps with the words from the bank and then match the 

sentences to the pictures. Keep in mind that they are used either 

as a noun, or as a verb, depending on the context! 

 

 

 

 

1. In autumn, children    in the park with the fallen leaves. 

2. My father    on his project till very late last night. 

3. Mother wants to    something delicious for dinner. 

4. Sue ordered a     while waiting for me at the café. 

5. I need to    this package by air as soon as possible! 

6. The    tried to get a statement from the governor. 

7. Mark got a job as a    in an Irish restaurant. 

8. Bob     a lot of lemonade when it’s hot outside. 

9. Tim got the part of Zorro in the school    . 

10. Brad’s hobby is making replicas of famous    . 

11. Mary has a lot of paper -    to do at the office. 

12. Tim     the grapes with his bare feet to make wine. 
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into 
little 
Ah! 
the 
car 
and 
was 

again 
it 
 

Verb 
Noun 

Pronoun  
Adjective 
Adverb    

Preposition   
Conjunction  
Interjection    

Article 
 

“The puppy saw _________ hat rolling gaily along 

and he tore after it, barking. ________ this a new 

game? Had the _________ girl thrown her hat for 

him to play with? 

He was almost run over by a _________. Then a 

bicycle just missed him. The hat rolled in and out of 

the traffic, and the puppy scampered after 

__________. He caught the hat at last __________ 

was just going to toss it _________ the air and catch 

it __________ when he heard Alice’s voice, “Bring it 

here! Puppy, bring it here! It’s my best hat!” 

_______He knew the words “bring it here!” 

   
 Fragment from “He’s a Horrid Dog” 

  by Enid Blyton  
 

Eva Smith 
52nd Harold Street, 

New Castle 

25-436 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             WORD FORMATION (from NOUN to ADJECTIVE or VERB) 

NOUN → ADJECTIVE  NOUN → VERB 

Fill in the gaps with the correct form of the 
word in brackets. You need a VERB. 
 

1. As a result of the economic crisis, the 
government is to ……………………………………  
some companies (NATION). 
2. I’m sorry, but I can’t ………………………… 
your problem, Tony (SOLUTION). 
3. You’d better …………………………… in 
photography (SPECIALITY). 
4. Although my father isn’t old enough, he’s 
been made to ……………………………… 
(RETIREMENT). 
5. What should we do to …………………… less 
petrol? (CONSUMPTION). 
6. You have to ……………………… the 
prepositions according to their meaning 
(CLASSIFICATION). 
7. Carl should …………………………… for being 
late (APOLOGY). 
8. Do you ……………………… with Paul’s 
decision? (AGREEMENT). 
9. He didn’t want to ……………………………… 
it was his fault, not mine! (RECOGNITION). 
10. You shouldn’t ……………………………… 
other people so much, nobody’s perfect! 
(CRITICISM). 
11. Mr. Black …………………………… Biology at 
University (TEACHER). 
12. Will you …………………………………… in the 
sports competition? (PARTICIPATION). 
13. Please, to call Peter back. 
(REMEMBRANCE). 
14. I have to …………………………… my skirt. 
It’s too short for me (LENGTH). 
15. Why do some children …………………… so 
badly at home? (BEHAVIOUR). 
16. Today more and more teenagers 
………………………… their parents, don’t they? 
(OBEDIENCE). 
 
 
 
 
 

Fill in the gaps with the correct form of the word 
in brackets. You need an ADJECTIVE. 
 

1. Thanks, Jack, you’ve been so …………………… 
(HELP). 
2. The crisis has become ………………………… It 
affects every country (NATION). 
3. Tom’s just bought a …………………………… car 
(POWER). 
4. Sarah is a really …………………………………… girl 
(BEAUTY). 
5. It’s ………………………………… to create new jobs 
to reduce unemployment (ESSENCE). 
6.Carrie always wears the most ……………………… 
clothes of the season (FASHION). 
7. I don’t agree with you, Mr. Smith. Your son’s 
behaviour has been terribly …………………………… 
(RESPONSIBILITY). 
8. I can’t stand Mary. She’s so ………………………… 
(NOSE). 
9. The Managing Director made it clear to the 
Sales Manager that he was completely 
………………………………… with January’s figures 
(SATISFACTION). 
10. Sue always teasing her classmates, so she’s 
rather ……………………………… (POPULARITY). 
11. Teachers are fed up with …………………………… 
pupils (POLITENESS). 
12. MY grandma is the most …………………………… 
person I’ve ever known (GENEROSITY). 
13. Tim can be nice and the next minute he gets 
angry. He’s really …………………………… (MOOD). 
14. Don’t sit there, Tina! It’s the most 
………………………………… chair of the living room 
(COMFORT). 
15. You shouldn’t drive so fast. It’s very cold and 
……………………, so the road is ………………………… 
(FOG / ICE). 
16. Dick is rather ………………………………… to old 
people. He’s very rude. (RESPECT). 
 
 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                  WORD FORMATION (from VERB to NOUN or ADJECTIVE) 

  VERB → NOUN 
 

   
 

Fill in the gaps with the correct form of the 
word in brackets. You need a NOUN 
 
1. Do you think the …………………………… the 
Prime Minister has given is true? (INFORM). 
2. Paula made a living as a …………………… 
(WRITE). 
3. The …………………… of most newspapers 
has gone down since you can read them on 
line (READ). 
4. Most men are to blame for women’s 
………………………… at work 
(DISCRIMINATE). 
5. I’m really into ………………………… (SWIM). 
6. The teenager was charged with drugs 
………………………… (CONSUME). 
7. The ……………………… of technology has 
changed our lives enormously (DEVELOP). 
8. Mary’s ……………………………… surprised 
everybody (REACT). 
9. The Managing Director was forced to 
accept the Sales Manager’s 
…………………………… (DISMISS). 
10. The patient had to undergone a painful 
…………………………… (TREAT). 
11. Companies are really eager to get some 
financial ……………………… (SECURE). 
12. I’m afraid there isn’t much 
………………………… in the new grocer’s 
(CHOOSE). 
13. Mum had such a quick ……………………… 
that she was discharged after a week in 
hospital (RECOVER). 
14. Have you made ……………………………… 
for your Easter holidays yet? (ARRANGE). 
15. The casualties were given a £1,000 
………………………… (COMPENSATE). 
16. Dave suffers from serious …………………… 
after the car crash (INJURE). 
17. It’s a ……………………… to meet you, Dr. 
Green (PLEASE). 
18. The candidate meets the company’s 
……………………… (REQUIRE).  
 
 

   VERB → ADJECTIVE 

Fill in the gaps with the correct form of the 
word in brackets. You need an ADJECTIVE. 
 
1. Pam will always support you. She’s the most 
……………………………… person I know (RELY). 
2. The weather is quite ………………………… 
nowadays. You never know what to wear 
(CHANGE). 
3. Stop singing such a ………………………… tune, 
Alan! (REPEAT). 
4. I usually feel …………………… after lunch 
(SLEEP). 
5. My father is the most ……………………… 
person in my family (TOLERATE). 
6. Meg is so ……………………………! She can get 
whatever she wants (MANIPULATE). 
7. Most countries are trying to promote 
………………………… energy (RENEW). 
8. Mary never stops talking. She’s a really 
………………………… person (TALK). 
9. I don’t believe a word she said. What she 
told me was …………………… (BELIEVE). 
10. The baby has an ……………………… smile 
(ADORE). 
11. Pesticides are …………………… for the 
environment (HARM). 
12. The business turned out to be quite 
…………………………… in the short term 
(PROFIT). 
13. Some students have problems with 
……………………… and ………………… nouns 
(COUNT). 
14. They’ve have written such …………………… 
stories that it’ll be hard to choose just one 
(IMAGINE) 
15. We usually get ……………………… after our 
PE classes (TIRE). 
16. Don’t worry, Peter, it isn’t your fault. 
Dave is so …………………… that he sometimes 
becomes ……………………… (IRRITATE/BEAR). 
17. Amy Winehouse’s latest CD has become so 
………………………… that she has sold millions of 
copies after being dead (SUCCEED).                                  



 

 

 

 

 

 



Complete the 

sentences using the 

correct form of the 

word in capital letters.  
 

1. ____________________ , 

the fire was discovered soon after 

it had started. FORTUNATE 

2. ____________________ for 

me, she was in when I called. 

LUCK  

3. ____________________ 

we’ll be there by dinner. HOPE  

4. Be ____________________ 

. You can’t expect her to do all 

the work on her own. REASON 

5. Do what you are told and 

don’t ____________________ 

with me. ARGUMENT 

6. Don’t be so foolish! Use your 

____________________ . 

INTELLIGENT 

7. Don’t touch that parcel. It 

might ____________________ ! 

EXPLOSION 

8. Drinking was her 

____________________ . 

DESTROY 

9. He does weight-training to 

build up his physical 

____________________ . 

STRONG 

10. He tends to be 

____________________ of his 

manners. FORGET 

11. He was charged with 

____________________ to 

animals. CRUEL 

12. He’s always done his job really 

____________________ . 

GOOD 

13. His 

____________________ makes 

him easy to see in the crowd. 

HIGH 

14. His holiday has had a 

____________________ effect. 

BENEFIT 

15. I really don’t like it here. It’s a 

____________________ 

country town. SLEEP 

16. I`m a bit 

____________________ about 

that package that has been left in 

the corridor. SUSPECT 

17. I’m sure they’re not together 

any more. You can tell from the 

____________________ in her 

eyes. SAD 

18. I’ve always liked the 

____________________ of his 

feelings. WARM 

19. In his 

____________________  he 

had shown great promise. 

YOUNG 

20. In this disease spots 

____________________ on the 

skin. APPARITION 

21. It was really a 

____________________ play. 

HUMOUR 

22. It was the bird’s first 

____________________ from 

the nest. FLY 

23. It`s a very 

____________________ little 

business. PROFIT 

24. It’s not a very 

____________________ 

method of heating. ECONOMY 

25. Let me 

____________________ myself. 

My name’s John Simpson. 

INTRODUCTION 

26. My former teacher was a man 

of considerable 

____________________ . 

KNOW 

27. My husband was a great 

____________________ to me 

when our son was ill. 

COMFORTABLE 

28. Not all education systems let 

children use their 

____________________ . 

CREATIVE 

29. She had great 

____________________ in 

understanding him. DIFFICULT 

30. She`s written an 

____________________ of how 

the system works. EXPLAIN 

31. She’s a good student but she 

lacks ____________________ . 

CONFIDENT 

32. Some people do not show 

____________________ to 

animals. KIND 

33. Stephen Biko was an 

____________________ 

supporter of the peace movement. 

ENERGY 

34. Teachers usually make 

____________________ in red 

ink. CORRECT 

35. That book is not 

____________________ 

reading for a child. HEALTH 

36. The girl in that shop is always 

eager to 

____________________ 

everyone. PLEASANT 

37. The government has issued a 

firm ____________________ of 

this rumour. DENY 

38. The government should 

____________________ 

smoking in railway carriages. 

PROHIBITION 

39. The two sides were unable to 

reach ____________________ . 

AGREE 

40. The workers 

_______________ to go on a 

strike if they do not receive their 

salary within two days. THREAT 

41. There is a strong 

____________________ that 

the tumour is operable. 

PROBABLE 

42. They live below the 

____________________ line. 

POOR 

43. This ice-cream is as 

____________________ as 

rock. HARD 

44. Unless we receive more 

financial _____________ from 

the government, the hospital will 

have to close. ASSIST 

45. We apologize for the late 

____________________ of the 

aircraft. ARRIVE 



46. We were 

____________________ from 

attack in the underground shelter. 

SAVE 

47. What’s your waist 

____________________ ? 

MEASURE 

48. Yesterday we spent a 

____________________ 

afternoon by the river. PEACE 

49. You must always tell the 

____________________ . 

TRUE 

50. You will 

____________________ your 

health if you work so hard. 

DANGER 
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