
Critical Part of Short Story “The Fall of the House of Usher” by Edgar Allan Poe: 

Summary Plot:  

It was during “the whole of a dull, dark, and soundless day I the autumn of the year, 

when an unnamed narrator arrived to the house of Usher. He was invited through a 

letter by Roderick Usher, his childhood friend, to keep his company and soothe him 

because he is both physically and emotionally sick. The narrator is made aware that 

the family is believed to be cursed by unknown illness. The family comprises of 

Roderick Usher and his twin-sister Madeline who lives in a haunted house. The 

narrator and the reader alike are informed that only one member from the Usher family 

has survived with every passing generation, thus constituting a direct line of ancestry 

without external descendants. 

          The narrator observes that his friend is in poor health, and he discovers that the 

interior of the mansion is as creepy and sinister as the outside. He has noticed that the 

house is in a horrifying state with cracks inside. His friend tells him that he often hears 

some terrifying sounds from the house. Roderick’s sister, Madeline, is also suffering 

from a nervous malady; a serious bout of catalepsy, and she too is scared by the whole 

atmosphere of the house. By start, the narrator finds it not usual to believe all the 

sayings of Roderick; however he finds some appreciations in the artistic talents of his 

friend’s paintings and piano compositions. Over the next few days of his stay, the 

narrator attempts to rejuvenate his friend mood by reading stories and poetry and 

getting along with him. But despite all his efforts, his friend health and state of mind 

have not improved, and Roderick often points out that their house is detrimental. 

        Soon after, Roderick informs the narrator that his sister succumbs. Fearing that 

her physician might use her body to medical research to study her infrequent disease, 

Roderick decides to bury her in the temporary tombs underneath the house. With the 

help of the narrator, he buried Madeline in the family tomb, and it is in this incident 

that the narrator discovers the two are twins. After this action, both of them developed 

a state of agitation. One night, and after the deterioration of his mental state, Roderick 

hysterically enters the narrator bedchamber and leads him to the window to discover a 

frightening scene of a glowing gas which surrounds the whole house. 

           In the final moment, and in an attempt to relieve some of the gloominess of the 

night atmosphere, the narrator tries to read a book to Roderick. He selects a book 

under the title “Mad Trist”. While reading, he hears sounds that foreshadow the story’s 

description. By start, the narrator ignores them, but they soon become too discrete to 

disregard. Roderick is now dozing off in his chair while muttering some hysterical 

words. The narrator listens carefully and discovers that Roderick thinks he buried his 

sister alive. Suddenly the door is opened by the wind, and giving sight to Madeline 



with white robe full of blood. The narrator runs away after seeing Madeline attacking 

her brother. This scares Roderick to death. As the narrator flees, the whole mansion 

breaks into parts. 

The Plot Structure (Plot Development): 

          The Fall of the House of Usher follows the traditional arc of plot development 

with events and characters exposition, conflict, rising action, climax, falling action, 

and resolution.  The initiating scene of the narrator riding up to an antique and sinister 

mansion foreshadows the gloominess and fear to come. The main event that moves the 

story is the narrator’s coming to aid Roderick recovers from an illness. With Roderick 

announcing his sister’s death, the narrator presents and exposes another event. Action 

begins to rise when Roderick and the narrator buried Madeline, and the narrator 

notices that she is smiling and her cheeks are rosy. Over the next few days, the narrator 

observes a change in his friend’s conduct: Roderick has started to display symptoms of 

madness and hysteria. He neglects his work, roving pointlessly around the house and 

staring off into the distance. Increasingly spooked by his friend and by the unhealthy 

atmosphere, the narrator begins to endure insomnia (inability to sleep at night). All 

these events have given rise to develop conflict in the story plot. 

           Action and conflict further develop late one night, when Roderick visits the 

narrator in his bedchamber. After a few moments of silence, he unexpectedly asks, 

“And you have not seen it!” He then hastily opens the window to reveal that the house 

is enveloped in a glowing gas. The bewildered narrator tries to relate it to an electrical 

phenomenon resulting from the ongoing storm. He attempts to soothe his friend by 

reading aloud to him from a novel. The writer further develops conflict and suspense 

in the following action when the narrator notices that each time he read a passage 

which contains statements of sounds he find them manifested in the real context of the 

house. The narrator stops reading to listen carefully to what Roderick is hissing and 

saying. The narrator understands that Roderick has been hearing sounds for days. He 

believes that they are coming from Madeline, whom he thinks they have buried alive. 

           The violent storm, Madeline’s rising from the dead, and her subsequent collapse 

onto Roderick; which renders them both dead, constitute the climax of this story. 

Action falls and tends to take the edge off when the narrator flees the house and 

watches breaking down. The resolution of the whole events is the realization that 

neither the family of Usher nor their mansion will ever be seen again.  

GOOD WILL  


