
Pronouns 

Objectives : students will be able to : 

- Define a pronoun  and distinguish it from other parts of speech. 

- Identify the different types of pronouns. 

- Use the correct form of pronouns in sentences. 

Pronouns  are  words that substitute a noun or another pronoun. In the example: 

Mike likes his daughter.  Mike and his daughter can be replaced by he and her: He likes her 

Types of pronouns 

1- Subject pronouns :( also called subjective or subject personal pronouns) are  

used as substitute for proper and common nouns. 

Examples :John is a doctor - He is a doctor 

The laptop is on the desk - It is on the desk 

-A subject pronoun is used when it  is the subject of the sentence. 

Example : ______did the job. (I, you, he, she, it, we, and they all fit into the blank space  and 

are, therefore, subject pronouns.) 

A subject pronoun indicates: 

 number: singular or plural, 

 gender: male or female, 

 person: first, second or third person 

2- Object pronouns, also called objective pronouns, function as the object of a verb 

or preposition. 

Examples:  

●He begged her to live with them. (her is the object of the verb begged and them is the object 

of the preposition with) 

 She told her the truth. (her is the object of the verb told) 

Object pronouns are used instead of object nouns, usually because we already know what the 

object is.  

 She's my friend. I really enjoy being with her. 
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 I like this film. I saw it last week. 

Object pronouns in English are the following:me, you, him, her, it, us, them 

 3-Possessive adjectives : are  my, your, his, her, its, our, your, their - modify the 

noun following it in order to show possession. 

Subject Pronouns I you he she it we you they 

Possessive Adjectives my your his her its our your their 

Examples: 

 Why didn't you clean your room? 

(your modifies the noun room) 

 The chameleon can change its color. 

(its modifies the noun color) 

4-  Possessive pronoun is a part of speech that attributes ownership to someone or 

something. For example, in the phrase, "These glasses are mine, not yours", the words 

"mine" and "yours" are possessive pronouns and stand for "my glasses" and "your 

glasses," respectively. 

Subject Pronouns I you he she it we you they 

Possessive 
Adjectives my your his Her its our your their 

Pronouns mine yours his Hers its ours yours theirs 

 

5-Reflexive pronouns are used when the object is the same as the subject. For example, in 

the sentence "he hurt himself", he and himself refer to the same person. 

Subject Pronouns Reflexive Pronouns 

I myself 

you yourself 

he himself 

she herself 
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it Itself 

We ourselves 

You yourselves 

They themselves 

Uses of reflexive pronouns 

1. Reflexive pronouns are used when the subject and the object refer to the same thing: 

 He blames himself for what happened. 

 You might cut yourself. 

 We will enjoy ourselves in the party. 

2. Reflexive pronouns may be used as the object of a preposition: 

 He made a cup of coffee for himself. 

 He was talking to himself. 

 She did the job by herself. 

3. Reflexive pronouns are also used for emphasis. In this case they are called intensive 

pronouns. Intensive pronouns can be removed without changing the meaning of the sentence. 

 I met the king himself. 

 The president himself announced the news. 

          6- Demonstratives are words that show which person or thing is being referred to. In 

the sentence: 

'This is my brother', 'this' is a demonstrative. The demonstratives in English 

are this, that, these, and those 

Demonstrative pronouns vs demonstrative adjectives : A distinction must be made between 

demonstrative adjectives or determiners and demonstrative pronouns (or independent d  

emonstratives). 

*A demonstrative adjective modifies a noun: 

This apple is good. I like those houses. (This modifies 'apple' and those modifies 'houses') 

*A demonstrative pronoun stands on its own, replacing rather than modifying a noun: 

This is good. I like those. (This and those don't modify any nouns they stand alone and 

replace other nouns) 



Use of demonstratives :Demonstratives differ according to: 

 distance: near or far, 

 or number: singular or plural. 

Demonstratives Singular Plural Near Far 

This 
 

- 
 

- 

That 
 

- - 
 

These - 
  

- 

Those - 
 

- 
 

 

         7- A relative pronoun is a pronoun that introduces a relative clause within a 

complex sentence. 

In the example: Mike found the keys that he had lost. (that is a relative pronoun which 

introduces the relative clause that he had lost.) 

In English, the relative pronouns are who, whom, which, whose, and that. 

Relative pronouns 

1. Who - subject  pronoun for people. 

Examples:-  They caught the lady who killed her baby./   -  I know the man who you met. 

2. Which - subject or object pronoun 

Examples: -  I read the book which is on the table./ - I visited the town which you told me 

about. 

3.  Whom - used for object pronoun for people 

Example: The boy whom you told me about got the best grades in mathematics. 

5. that - subject or object pronoun for people, animals, and things in restrictive relative 

clauses (who or which are also possible) 

 I like the vase that is over there 
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               8- Reciprocal Pronouns We use reciprocal pronouns when each of two or more 

subjects is acting in the same way towards the other. For example, A is talking to B, and 

B is talking to A. So we say: 

 A and B are talking to each other. 

The action is "reciprocated".  There are only two reciprocal pronouns, and they are both two 

words: each other,one another. Notice the difference between them : 

Each other usually refers to two persons or subjects. 

 Ex :- Jennifer and Kate helped each other/   - Both teams played hard against each 

other. 

One another is used when there are more than two persons or subjects. 

 The ten prisoners were all blaming one another./ The gangsters were fighting one 

another. 

Rules of using  these reciprocal pronouns: 

- «  each other »/ «  one another » are written separately. 

- «  each other » and « one another » do not have plural form. 

- If a preposition is related to « each other » and «  one another » ; then the preposition 

does not separate them. Ex : Jennifer and Kate do everything for each other 

             9-Interrogative Pronouns : We use interrogative pronouns to ask questions. The 

interrogative pronoun represents the thing that we don't know (the question we are asking 

about). There are four main interrogative pronouns: who, whom, what, which 

Notice that the possessive pronoun whose can also be an interrogative pronoun (an 

interrogative possessive pronoun). 
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