
Practice : Supply the missing words from the box bellow: 

 actress, aunt, bachelor, bridegroom, cows, daughter, female, goddess, hens, 

heroine, heiress, lionesses, mares, nephew, nieces, nuns, prince, queens, ram, 

saleswoman, sister, sow, spinster, uncle, waitress, widower.  

1 John's brother is a bank clerk and his sister is a nurse.  

2 My aunt is very nice and my ................... has a wonderful sense of humour. 

 3 My ...................is a little boy of four; my niece is a little girl of two.  

4 My father's brother and sister have never married. He's still a ............... and 

she's a ...................  

5 These days, few men become monks and few women become................... 

 6 There is only one bull in the field, but there are dozens of...................  

7 The cock crows at dawn and wakes up all the...................  

8 The stallion is in a separate stable from the................... 

 9 We call the boar Henry and we call the ..................Jemima.  

10 The ewes look quiet enough, but I don't like the look of that...................  

1 1 Tony is an actor and his wife is an ...................  

12 John and Jane work in a restaurant; he is a waiter and she is a ................... 

 13 In fairy tales the handsome ................... usually marries the beautiful 

princess.  

14 We went to a wildlife park and saw a lot of lions and ...................  

15 In mythology, Mars is the god of war; Diana is the ................... of hunting.  

16 Katerina is the ...................to her father's fortune. 

 17 Why does everyone expect the hero of the story to marry the ................... ? 

18 A widow can often manage much better on her own than a ...................  

19 A ................... won the award for most sales this month; a salesman came 

second.  



20 When you look at fish, it's often difficult to distinguish between male and 

...................  

21 Very few people know the names of the kings and ................... of England. 

22 1 took a photo of the bride and ...................a t the wedding.  

23 The Smiths have a son called Robert and a ...................called Jill.  

24 My uncle and ................... are over here from Canada. 

 25 1 enjoy being an uncle. I have two ................... and three nephews. 

Practice : Form compound nouns from the following definitions:  

- Tax that you pay on your income= …………………… 

 - The temperature of the water= ……………………  

- A doctor from London= ………………..  

- The story of my life= …………………. 

 - A centre in the city= …………… 

 - A manager who works in a bank= ……………. 

Practice : Make compound nouns.  

1 a raincoat made of plastic= a plastic raincoat  

 2 a blouse made of cotton =....................................  

3 a shirt made of silk =......................................... 

 4 a teapot made of silver =......................................  

5 hair like silk =....................................................  

6 a voice like silver =...............................................  

7 a table-top made of glass =..............................  

8 a wall made of stone= .........................................  

9 eyes like glass= ...............................................  

10 silence like stone= ...............................................  



11 a wallet made of leather =................................ 

 12 a tile made of ceramic =.......................................  

13 a spoon made of stainless steel= .................... 

 14 a nailbrush made of nylon =.................................  

15 nerves like steel =.............................................  

16 a tongue like leather =..........................................  

17a pullover made of wool =.................................  

18 a spoon made of wood =................................... 

Practice :Rewrite these sentences using 's, s, or just an apostrophe (').  

 1 This bicycle is for a child. This is a child’s bicycle. 

 2 This pen belongs to the teacher.  

3 He described the career of the actress. 

 4 That's a job for a stewardess. 

 5 These toys belong to the children.  

6 This is a club for women.  

7 It's a school for girls.  

8 This is the lounge for residents.  

9 This umbrella belongs to James.  

10 That hat belongs to Doris.   

 Practice : Only where possible, use an apostrophe to show possession in 

these sentences. 

 1 That's the voice of a man. That’s the man’s voice. 

 2 1 can't see the bottom of the box.  

3 That's the decision of the committee. 

 4 It's the fault of no one.  



5 This is a copy of the poetry of Keats. 

 6 That's the leg of the table.  

7 Where's the key of the car?  

8 That's the bell of the village church that you can hear.  

9 These are the stables of the horses.   

We use 's and s' with some non-living things: - fixed phrases: the earth's 

surface, journey's end, the ship's company - time expressions (singular or 

plural): an hour’s journey, two days’ work, a month’s salary. Yesterday’s 

newspaper.  We can usually use –‘s or of … for organization: the 

government’s decision/ the decision of the government.  

Practice Use ('s) or (s') only where possible with these phrases. 

 1 a delay of an hour an hour’s delay 

 2 the price of success  

3 a journey of two days 

 4 work of seven years 

 5 the shade of the tree 

 6 the surface of the earth 

 7 the book of the film  

8 at the door of death 

 9 the inside of the box  

10 an absence of a year 

Practice : Rewrite these sentences using 's, s, or just an apostrophe (').  

 1 This bicycle is for a child. This is a child’s bicycle. 

 2 This pen belongs to the teacher.  

3 He described the career of the actress.  

4 That's a job for a stewardess 



. 5 These toys belong to the children. 

 6 This is a club for women.  

7 It's a school for girls.  

8 This is the lounge for residents. 

 9 This umbrella belongs to James. 

 10 That hat belongs to Doris.   

For things, we normally use of instead of ‘s or the structure noun+ noun 

when possible. The name of the book. (the book’s name)/ The garage door.  

Practice : Only where possible, use an apostrophe to show possession in 

these sentences.  

1 That's the voice of a man. That’s the man’s voice.  

2 1 can't see the bottom of the box.  

3 That's the decision of the committee 

. 4 It's the fault of no one.  

5 This is a copy of the poetry of Keats.  

6 That's the leg of the table. 

 7 Where's the key of the car? 

8 That's the bell of the village church that you can hear.  

9 These are the stables of the horses.   

 


