
Adjectives 

Definition:      An adjective describes or modifies noun/s and pronoun/s in a sentence. 

Adjectives can be single words (famous, old, complete) and compounds (well-informed, hard- 

working, fast-food, home-cooked). They normally indicate quality, size, shape, duration, 

feelings, contents, and more about a noun or pronoun.  

There are three kinds of adjectives: emphasizing, describing and classifying. 

*Emphasizing adjectives are restrictive or intensifying.  

- Restrictive adjectives are used when we talk about something as specific or unique. Ex: 

chief, first, only, major, exact, sole, specific. 

- Intensifying adjectives are used to reinforce the meaning of the noun. Ex: absolute, whole, 

complete, perfect. 

*Describing adjectives are used to describe someone or something. When we use more than 

one describing adjective, we usually put them in the order presented in the table below. 

Opinion Size Physical 

quality 

Age or Time Shape Colour 

Excellent, 

interesting, 

friendly, ugly 

Small, big, 

long, wide 

Wet, light, 

cold 

Recent, old, 

young, new 

Square, rectangular, 

circular, round 

Grey, 

red, 

pink, 

black 

*Classifying adjectives are used to classify someone or something. When we use more than 

one classifying adjective, we usually order them as in the table below. 

Location Origin or source Material Type Purpose 

Distant, near,  

indoor, northern, 

south 

Muslim, 

African, 

European, 

Algerian 

Wooden, plastic, 

nylon, leather 

economic, 

medical, 

scientific 

Voyage, 

swimming, 

camping, sewing 

Position and order of adjectives: 

-We usually use adjectives before nouns (attributive) or after linking verbs (predicative). 

Ex: I had an amazing experience. She was ill. I feel angry. It got cold. He seems upset. 

When we use more than one adjective before a noun, there is a typical order. We usually put 

emphasizing adjectives before descriptive adjectives and both of these before classifying 

adjectives. Ex: Algeria was the sole Muslim representative. The recent economic news isn’t 

encouraging. The principal old African actor of the film died two years ago. 
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-Notes:  

Some adjectives are always used after a linking verb, not before a noun. Ex: the old woman is 

asleep. She seemed glad. 

Others include: afraid, alive, alone, alike, awake, ashamed, and ill. 

In some expressions, we put the adjective after the noun or after an indefinite pronoun. 

Ex: twenty years old, seven feet tall, two metres deep, someone new, everything necessary. 

     Comparatives and Superlatives  

Forming regular comparatives and superlatives. 

We use the comparative to compare two things or two people. Ex: She is taller than her 

husband. 

Superlatives are used, however, to show the difference between more than two things or more 

than two people. Ex: Paris is the biggest city in France. 

To form comparatives and superlatives you need to know the number of the syllables in the 

adjective. Syllables are like “sound beats”. 

Ex: “find” contains one syllable. But « finding » contains two- find and ing. 

The rules to form comparatives and superlatives: 

1. One syllable adjective ending in a silent “e”__nice 

• Comparative__add ‘r’__nicer 

•Superlative__add’st’__nicest 

 

2. One syllable adjective ending in one vowel and one consonant__big 

•Comparative__the consonant is doubled and ‘er’ is added__bigger 

• Superlative__the consonant is doubled and ‘est’__biggest 

3. One syllable adjective ending i more than one consonant or more than a vowel( or 

long vowels)__high, cheap, soft. 

•Comparative__ ‘er’ is added__higher, cheaper, softer. 

•Superlative__ ‘est’ is added__highest, cheapest, softest. 

4. A two syllable adjective ending in ‘y’__happy 

• Comparative__ ‘y’ becomes ‘i’ and ‘er’ is added__happier 

• Superlative__ ‘y’ becomes ‘i’ and ‘est’ is added__happiest 

 

 



5. Two syllable or more adjectives without ‘y’ at the end __exciting 

• Comparative__more+ the adjective +than__more exciting than 

• Superlative__more + the adjective + than__the most exciting 

Examples : 

- The Nile River is longer and more famous than the Thames. 

- Egypt is much hotter than Sweden. 

- Everest is the highest mountain in the world. 

- This is one of the most exciting films I have ever seen. 

Irregular comparatives and superlatives 

Adjectives Comparatives Superlatives 

Bad worse Worst 

far(distance) farther Farthest 

far(extent) further Furthest 

Good better Best 

little   Less Least 

Many more Most 

Much more Most 

Similarities 

To express similarities use the following structure: as +adjective +as 

Examples : -Mike is as intelligent as Nancy 

- Larry is as popular as Oprah 
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