
Adverbs 

*Adverbs are  words (always, really, slowly, fluently, thoroughly, totally) that  modify verbs,  

adjectives, or other adverbs. Lots of adverbs end in «ly" For example:  

• She swims quickly. (Here, the adverb "quickly" modifies the verb "swims.")  

• She is an extremely quick swimmer. (The adverb "extremely" modifies the adjective 

"quick.")  

• She swims extremely quickly. (The adverb "extremely" modifies the adverb 

"quickly.")  

*Here are three key points about adverbs:  

1• Adverbs modify verbs, but they can also modify adjectives and other 

adverbs. 

 

For example: She sang an insanely sad song extremely well. (In this example, 

"insanely" modifies the adjective "sad," "extremely" modifies the adverb 

"well," and "well" modifies the verb "sang.")  

2• Although many adverbs end in "ly", lots do not. 

For example: fast, never, well, very, most, least, more, less, now, far, there 

                         3 • Lots of adverbs are phrases or clauses (i.e., not single words). 

 

For example:  

Single-Word 

Adverb 
Adverbial Phrase Adverbial Clause 

Ann will come  

quickly. 

Ann will come as soon as 

possible. 

 Ann will come before the market 

closes. 

• Adverbs Modifying Verbs 

An adverb that modifies a verb usually tells us how, when, where, why, how often, or 

how much the action is performed. (NB: The ones that end in "ly" are usually the ones 

that tell us how the action is performed, e.g., "quickly," "slowly," "carefully," 

"quietly.") 

 

Here are some examples of adverbs modifying verbs:  

o Anita placed the vase carefully on the shelf. (The word "carefully" is an 

adverb. It shows how the vase was placed.)  

o Tara walks gracefully. (The word "gracefully" is an adverb. It modifies the 

verb "to walk.")  

o He runs fast (The word "fast" is an adverb. It modifies the verb "to run.")  



o You can set your watch by him. He always leaves at 5 o'clock. (The word 

"always" is an adverb. It modifies the verb "to leave.")  

o The dinner guests arrived early. (Here, "early" modifies "to arrive.")  

o She sometimes helps us. (Here, "sometimes" modifies "to help.")  

o Will you come quietly, or do I have to use earplugs?  (Here, "quietly" modifies 

"to come.")  

Adverbs Modifying Adjectives 

Adverbs can also modify adjectives. Here are some examples of adverbs modifying 

adjectives:  

o Peter had an extremely ashen face. (The adverb "extremely" modifies the 

adjective "ashen.")  

o Badly trained dogs that fail the test will become pets. (The adverb "badly" 

modifies the adjective "trained.") 

(Note: The adjective "trained" is an adjective formed from the verb "to train." 

It is called a participle.)  

o She wore a beautifully designed dress. (The adverb "beautifully" modifies the 

adjective "designed.")  

Adverbs Modifying Adverbs 

Here is an  example: 

o Peter  finished his assignment remarkably quickly. (Here, the adverb "quickly" 

modifies the verb "to finish." The adverb "remarkably" modifies the adverb 

"quickly.")  

Types of Adverbs 

When an adverb modifies a verb, it can often be categorized as one of the following:  

Type Examples 

Adverb of 

Manner 

(how) 

An adverb of manner tells us how an action occurs.  

o The lion crawled stealthily.  

o Will you come quietly.(NB: Lots of adverbs of manner end 

"-ly.")  

 

Adverb of Time 

(when and how 

often) 

An adverb of time tells us when an action occurs or how often.  

o I speak to him daily.  

o What you plant now, you will harvest later.   

(NB: Adverbs of time that tell us how often something occurs (e.g., 

"always," "often," "sometimes") are also known as "adverbs of 
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frequency.")  

 

Adverb of Place 

(where) 

An adverb of place tells us where an action occurs.  

o I did not put it there.  

o She went downstairs. 

o He waited nearby.  

Adverb of 

Degree 

( Adverb of 

Comparison) 

(how much) 

An adverb of degree tells us to what degree an action occurs.  

o We listened very carefully. 

o It is too difficult. 

o The music is a bit loud. 

o Doubters make me work harder to prove them wrong.  

Not all adverbs are one word: An adverb can be made up of more than one word.  

1/Adverbial Phrases: An adverbial phrase is a group of words that functions as an adverb.  

Ex:  Jack will sit in silence.(The adverbial phrase "in silence" is functioning as an adverb of 

manner. It tells us how will Jack  sit.)  

Compare the example above with these examples:  

• Jack will sit quietly.(This is a normal adverb. This example has been included to 

prove that "in silence" is an adverb.)  

• I will sit like a monk meditates.(This is an adverbial clause. It includes a subject ("a 

monk") and a verb ("meditates").)  

- When (Adverbial Phrase of Time) 

An adverbial phrase of time states when something happens or how often. For example:  

• I'll do it in a minute. 

• He drives every day.  

- Where (Adverbial Phrase of Place) 

An adverbial phrase of place states where something happens. For example:  

• You couldn't park anywhere. 

- How (Adverbial Phrase of Manner) 

An adverbial phrase of manner states how something is done. For example:  

• He would always talk with a nationalistic tone. 

• He sings in a low register.  
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- Why (Adverbial Phrase of Reason) 

An adverbial phrase of reason states why something is done. For example:  

• He went to the island to find gold. 

• He plays up to impress his class mates.  

The Format of Adverbial Phrases: Here are three common formats for adverbial phrases:  

• Prepositional phrase. A prepositional phrase is headed by a preposition(e.g., "in," 

"on," "near," "by," "with"). For example: 

o He was standing in the corner. 

o She is winning without trying. 

• Infinitive phrase. An infinitive phrase is headed by an infinitive verb (e.g., "to play," 

"to jump"). For example: 

o She went to Florence to paint. 

o Fill in this form to join our club. 

• An adverb with an intensifier. An adverb with an  intensifier(e.g., "very," 

"extremely," "really") is also an adverbial phrase. For example: 

o He answered you very quickly. 

o She danced extremely beautifully. 

2/  Adverbial Clauses: An adverbial clause is a group of words that plays the role of an 

adverb. (Like all clauses, an adverbial clause contains a subject and a verb.). 

- When she arrived, the teacher had already started the lesson. 

- Before the bus came, I had been waiting for half an hour. 

Properties of an Adverbial Clause 

• An adverbial clause is an adjunct. This means it can be removed without the sentence 

being grammatically wrong.  

• An adverbial clause is a dependent clause; it cannot stand alone as a meaningful 

sentence in its own right.  

• An adverbial clause usually starts with a subordinating conjunction (e.g., "although," 

"because," "if," "until," "when")  

• An adverbial clause contains a subject and a verb. (This is what makes it a clause as 

opposed to a phrase.) 


