
Prepositions 

 

Read the following paragraph and underline the prepositions: 

 

     The Stratford Shakespeare festival is one of the major theatre festivals in the world. It takes place 

in Stratford, Ontario, near the town of Kitchener. It starts in the spring and runs from April to 

November every year. Some of the world’s best actors appear on stages in front of crowds of 

thousands of fans who travel to the festival from all parts of the world. Transport to the festival is 

good: you can reach Stratford by plane, train, bus or car. There are special buses from Toronto and 

Kitchener on some Saturdays during the summer. Tickets for this year’s festival are for sale now, on 

the festival website. 

 

Definition: A preposition is a word that shows the relationship between two things. It is used to link 

nouns and pronouns or phrases to other words within a sentence.The name “preposition” indicates 

that a preposition (usually) comes before something (its object): I put it in the box. 

But even when a preposition does not come before its object, it is still closely related to its object: 

 Who did you talk to? / I talked to Jane. 

The following rules will help you understand and use prepositions correctly. 

1. A preposition must have an object:  All prepositions have objects. If a "preposition" does not have 

an object it is not a preposition—it's probably an adverb. A preposition always has an object. An 

adverb never has an object. Examples :  

 They are in the kitchen. (preposition in has an object the kitchen) 

Please come in. (the adverb in has no object; it modifies come) 

 There was a doorway before me. (preposition before has object me) 

I had never seen it before. (the adverb before has no object; it modifies the verb) 

2. A pronoun following a preposition should be in object form: The noun or pronoun that follows a 

preposition forms a ‘prepositional object’. If it is a pronoun, it should therefore be in the objective 

form (me, her, them) 

 That’s between him and her. 

 Mary gave it to them. 

3. Do not confuse the infinitive particle “to” (to sing, to live) with the preposition “to” (to London, 

to me).        To as a preposition 

 I look forward to lunch 

I look forward to seeing you 

I look forward to see you 

 I am used to cars. 

I am used to driving. 

I am used to drive. 



To as infinitive particle 

 They used to live in Moscow. 

 They love to sing. 

4. A preposition is followed by a "noun". It is NEVER followed by a verb. 

5. Preposition forms: Prepositions have no particular form. The majority of prepositions are one-word 

prepositions, but some are two- or three-word phrases known as complex-prepositions: 
•One-word prepositions:  Below is a list of most common prepositions: 

 
About Beside Inside To 

Above Besides Like Toward 

Across Between Near Under 

After Beyond Of Underneath 

Against By Off Until 

Along Despite On Up 

Among Down Out With 

Around During Outside Within 

At Except Over Without 

Before For Past  
Behind From Since  
Below In Through  

Beneath Into Throughout  

 

 Complex prepositions: Here is a list of the most common multiword  prepositions: 

 
Along with In place of 

Because of In spite of 

Due to Instead of 

Except for On account of 

In addition to Out of 

In case of Up to 

In front of With the exception 
of 

 

Prepositional phrase used as Conjunctions: Some words are preposition, but they are functioning 

as conjunctions. The preposition which is used before a clause is functioning as a conjunction. But 

when a word is used before a noun phrase it stays as a preposition. The words which are most 

common among these kinds of prepositions are: After, as, since, before, until etc. Examples:  

1. After the lecture, they went to the movie. (Preposition) 

 2. After they ate, they went to the movie. (Conjunction) 

 3. He stood before the judge and declared his innocence. (Preposition) 

 4. Before he declared his innocence, he looked at the judge for a long time. (Conjunction) 



Inside 

Since, for, by, from—to, from—until, during, (with)in 

Over, above 

Prepositions for time, place, and introducing objects 

Time: 

Is used with days. 

 

I will see you on Monday. The 
week begins on Sunday. 

 

Is used with noon, night, midnight, and with the time of day. 

 

My plane leaves at noon. 
The movie starts at 6 p.m. 

 

Is used with other parts of the day, with months, with years, with seasons. 

 

He likes to read in the afternoon. 
The days are long in August. 
The book was published in 1999. The 
flowers will bloom in spring. 

 

  – expresses extended time. 

 

*She has been reading the book since yesterday.  

 *               I'm going to Paris for two weeks. (I will spend two weeks there.) 
*The movie showed from August to/until October. (Beginning in August, ending in October.) 
 *                  I watch TV during the evening. (For some period of time in the evening.) 

* We must finish the project within a year. (No longer than a year.) 

Place 

– describes the point itself. Ex: There is a wasp in the room. 

 

             – expresses something contained. Ex: Put the present inside the box. 

 

- -Talks about the surface Ex: I left your keys on the table. 

 

                  - Talks about general area. Ex: She was waiting at the corner. 

 

                            – When the object is higher than a point. 

Ex:  

 He threw the ball over the roof. 

 Hang that picture above the couch. 

 

 

 

 

 

– When the object is lower than a point. 

 

-The rabbit burrowed under the ground. -The child hid underneath the blanket. 
-We relaxed in the shade beneath the branches.  -The valley is below sea-level. 

On 

At 

In 

In 

On 

At 

Under, underneath, beneath, below 



At 

Of 

For 

Of/About 

                                                                                               
                   When the object is close to a point. 

-She lives near the school. -There is an ice cream shop by the store.    -            An oak tree grows next to my 

house. -The house is between Elm Street and Maple Street.                -  I found my pen lying among the books. 

-The bathroom is opposite the kitchen. 

Introduce objects of verbs 

         with verbs glance, laugh, look, rejoice, smile, and stare 

 

She took a quick glance at her reflection./(exception with mirror: She took a quick glance in the mirror.)  
You didn't laugh at his joke./I'm looking at the computer monitor. 
We rejoiced at his safe rescue./That pretty girl smiled at you./ 

 Stop staring at me. 

 

         with verbs approve, consist, and smell 

 

I don't approve of his speech./My contribution to the article consists of many pages./ He came home 

smelling of alcohol. 

 

                        –with verbs dream and think 

 

I dream of finishing college in four years./Can you think of a number between one and ten? /                 I am 

thinking about this problem. 

 

           with verbs call, hope, look, wait, watch, and wish 

 

Did someone call for a taxi?/He hopes for a raise in salary next year. I'm looking for my keys. 

We'll wait for her here. /You go buy the tickets, and I’ll watch for the train. 

If you wish for an "A" in this class, you must work hard. 

 

Frequently Misused Prepositions 

 

Prepositions may sometimes be confused.  Here are some frequently misused prepositions. 

 

   beside, besides. Beside means next to, whereas besides means in addition. 

The comb is beside the brush. 

Besides planning the trip, she is also getting the tickets. 

 

   between, among. Generally, between is used when two items are involved; with 
three or more, among is preferred. 

 

Between you and me, he is among friends. 

• Due to. Due to is an adjective, which describes or modifies a noun. When combined with the rest of 

the sentence, it functions as an adjectival prepositional phrase. You can’t use due to in the same way 

as because of. 

Here are some sentences that use due to when modifying a noun: 

Near, by, next to, between, among, opposite   



 The car accident was due to a distracted driver. (modifies car accident) 

 Ivy’s success is due to her parents’ dedication and support. (modifies success) 

Due to should not be used as a preposition meaning because of. 

-  The car accident happened because of a distracted driver. 

- Ivy succeeded because of her parents’ dedication and support. 

 

   Inside of.  The of is always unnecessary. 

Stay inside the house. 

The man stayed outside (not outside of) the post office. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   

Preposition How It’s Used Example 

Showing Time 
  

At exact times 

meal times 

parts of the day 

age 

at 3pm 

at dinner 

at sundown 

at age 21 

By a limit in time 

 
in the sense of at the latest 

by sundown 

 
by the due date 

In seasons 

months 

years 

durations 

after a certain period of time 

in the summer 

in November 

in 1992 

in the same year 

 
in an hour 

On days of the week 

 
parts of the day where the 

day is named 

 

dates 

on Wednesday 

 
on Friday night 

 

 
on December 4th 

Ago a certain time in the past 2 years ago 

After a point in time that follows 

another point in time 

after the game; after the 

surgery 

Before a point in time that precedes 
another point in time 

before leaving; before 

breakfast; before 2004 

During something that 

happened/will happen in a 

specific period of time 

during the night; during 

war 

For over a certain period in the for 2 years 



   

 

 
 

 

Past telling the time ten past six (6:10) 

Since from a certain period of time since 1980; since the 

accident 

Throughout something that 

happened/will happen 

continuously in a specific 

period of time 

throughout the year; 

throughout the ordeal 

To telling time 

 
from an earlier time to a 

later time 

ten to six (5:50) 

1pm to 3pm 

Until up to a certain point in time 

 
how long something is going 

to last 

until the end; until sunrise 

Up (to) from an earlier point to a 

later point 

up (to) now 

Showing Place 
  

At an object’s settled position or 

position after it has moved 

 

meeting place or location 

point of direction 

a target 

at the airport; at the 

ceremony 

at home; at the desk 

turning at the intersection 

throwing the snowball at 

Lucy 

By close to 

 
alongside of 

by the school 

 
by the window 

In in an enclosed space 

in a geographic location 

in a print medium 

in the garage; in an envelope 

 
in San Diego; in Texas 

 
in a book; in a magazine 



   

 

On for a certain side 

for a river/lake 

for a floor in a house 

for public transport 

for television, radio 

on the left 

 
London lies on the Thames 

 
on the floor 

 
on a bus 

 
on the air; on TV 

About around or outside of 

at but not exactly on 

related to 

about town 

 
about five feet tall 

 
about my father’s business 

Above suspended higher than 

something else 

 

superior to 

above the door 
 

 
above me in rank 

After Pursuit 

 
a point further from an 

earlier point 

chasing after the robbers 

 
the corner after the big 

house 

Against leaning on 

 
opposite to or facing 

against the door 

 
against the wall 

Along tracing the length of, without 

emphasis on the ends 

along the hallway; along 

the river 

Among in the company of (three or 

more) 

 
in a crowd 

 
the end of a long list 

among friends 

among the masses 

among other things 

Around location of something 

 
explaining a period of time 

drive around the block 

 
around 3 o’clock 

Before in the front in terms of space before the emperor; before 

God 



   

 

Behind on the back side of a point in 

space 

behind the car; behind her 

smile 

Below something lower than or 

underneath something else 

below the stairs; below 

expectations 

From in the sense of where from a flower from the garden 

Into enter a room/building go into the kitchen/house 

Onto movement to the top of 

something 

jump onto the table 

Over covered by something else 

“more than” 

“getting to the other side” 

 
overcoming an obstacle 

put a jacket over your shirt 

over 16 years of age 

walk over the bridge 

climb over the wall 

Through something with limits on 

top, bottom and the sides 

drive through the tunnel 

Towards movement in the direction of 

something (but not directly 

to it) 

go 5 steps towards the house 

Other Important 

Prepositions 

  

About for topics, meaning what 

about 

we were talking about you 

At For age she learned Russian at 45 

By who made it 

 
rise or fall of something 

 
travelling (other than 

walking or horseriding) 

a book by Mark Twain 

 
prices have risen by 10 

percent 

 
by car, by bus 

From who gave it a present from Jane 

In entering a car/taxi get in the car 

Of who/what did it belong to a page of the book 



   

 

  
what does it show 

 
the picture of a place 

Off leaving a public transport 

vehicle 

get off the train 

On walking or riding on 

horseback 

 
entering a public transport 

vehicle 

on foot, on horseback 

get on the bus 

Out of leaving a car/taxi get out of the taxi 
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